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Further thoughts on the inability 
of sinners. 


S it has lately been intima- 

ted, ina manner sufficient- 
ly intelligible, that the writer, in 
some former observations on 
the inabillity of fallen men to 
comply with the gospel, has ex- 
pressed himself in a manner not 
well adapted to common under- 
standings, an intimation which 
he little expected, a fit occasion 
seems to be presented for some 
further remarks on the subject, 
which itis hoped will not be of 
doubtful interpretation. 

He is persuaded, that no can- 
did man will find in what he has 
written, any vestige of that phi- 
losophy which supposes “ man 
tobe no more than achain of 
ideas, volitions and exercises, 
without any internal cause”,— 
That there is no change of na- 
ture in regeneration because 
“ man has no nature to be chan- 
ged” That men have no per- 
Manent character, and can have 
ho accountability” —“« That ev- 
ery good thought is perfect holi- 
hess, and that every evil motion 
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is total depravity,” and other ab- 
surdities which arise out of that 
system. On the contrary, he 
seems to be allowed a place 
“ among those who are not gone 
quite beyond the utmost verge 
of all created nature,” an admis- 
sion by no means unacceptable, 
because it seems toimply, “that — 
he is not entirely out of the 
reach of argumentation.” 

He is also satisfied that the 
candid reader will see no evi- 
dence that he is so wonderfully 
mistaken as to deny that sin and 
holiness are moral qualities, that 
they belong to the ature of 
agents, or, that when men are 
regenerated they experience a 
change of nature and a moral 
change: or, to maintain that a 
bad disposition is a good ex- 
cuse for sin—that “ because sin 
cannot be holiness it is no more 
sin, or, because a sinner cannot, 
at the same time bea saint, he 
is no more a sinner.” 

It has been intimated that the 
writer may be one of those who 
are “ defi” to believe that the 
unregenerate have no power to 
please God, but if it be so, he 
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has the Satisfaction to be left 
in the company of him who has 
said, “No man can come to 
me,except the Father, who hath 
sent me, draw him :” also, 
«“ Strive to enter in at the strait 
gate, for many, I say unto you, 
will seekto enter in, andshall not 
be able ;” of him who has said, 
«“ They that are in the flesh can- 
not please God ;” of those “very 
good old Divines who have in- 
sisted that regeneration must be 
afthysicalwork,’ andconsequent- 
ly that the unregenerate have no 
power either natural or moral to 
change themselves ; and, to 
mention no more, of him, it may 
be, who has said, “ Tosee one’s 
self either without strength, or 
without excuse, is very mortify- 
ing, to see both at once must 
be very humiliating, indeed : but 
both at once must be seen bya 
sinner, before either the justice 
of the divine law, or the grace 
of the gospel, can possibly be 
understood.” Thecifficulty how- 
ever with respect to him is, to 
reconcile the position that the 
sinner has some kind of power, 
but zo strength ; this however 
may doubtless be attempted by 
observing, that the power which 
the sinner is supposed to have, 
is natural power,and the strength 
which he is supposed not to 
have, is moral strength, and so 
the apparent inconsistency will 
turn out to be merely verbal, an 
inaccuracy in expression which 
“ wise men sometimes, and the 


‘weak very often, are led into” 


on important subjects, by not 
sufficiently guarding “ against 
acceptations not intended.” If 


the writer has stumbled upon 


the true meaning of the clauses, 
when compared together, the 


| question will still remain, what 


is meant by the natural power of 
the sinner to please God ? If} 

the expression is meant simply, 
understanding and conscience, 
by which he is cafiable of the 
knowledge of God and duty, or, 
in other words, has a capacity 
for the love and service of God, 
when a principle of love shall 
be infused by the operation of 
the Holy Ghost, it will be readi- 
ly admitted ; and also that on 
this account he is greatly dis- 
tinguished from the Aorse and 
the mule which have no under- 
standing : for, while these can- 
not reasonably be required to 
love and serve God, the sinner 
may, because he perceives the 
object of love and service, his 
relation to him, dependence on: 
him, and the fitness of love and 
obedience to him. But still it 
must be remembered that this 
capacity is not frower in the 
proper sense of the word power: 
for power relates to event and 
is connected with it, as its cause: 
it always carries the notion of 
efficiency : in God it is unde- 
rived snd infinite ; in creatures 
Lit is derived, limited and imper- 
fect. Those events or effects 
which God has connected with 
our volitions, are in our power ; 
and those which he has not con- 
nected with our volitions, are not 
in our power, in any sense of the 
word whatever : but God has 
not connected the event or ef- 
fect called the new birth with 
any of our volitions ; for we 
are taught, in words designed 
for common understandings, 
“ That the Creator of the ends 
of the earth quickens souls 
dead in sin, or creates men unto 
good works, without the fower 
or firofier influence of any means 
fhysical or moral, and that this 
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great change Is effected in a su- 
pernatural manner, by the pow- 
er of God, immediately.” But 
lest the proof now adduced 
should, by some, be thought 
inconclusive, one will be added, 
of undoubted authority, the de- 
claration of the holy apostle : 
“ Itisnotof him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy.” 

If souls dead in sin have no 
power to raise themselves to spi- 
ritual life, then they have no 
natural power to doit; andif 
they have no natural power to 
do it, then they have no zatural 
power to serve and please God ; 
and if they have no natural pow- 
cr to serve and please God, then 
they are naturally unable,or,which 
is the same thing, are the sub- 
jects of a natural, as well as mor- 
al inability to serve and please 
God. : 

The truth is, the creature 
who is made with a capacity to 
know God, and is so formed that 


the perception of him will ex-| 


cite disgust or hatred, or, in 
other words, is destitute of love 
to him, is a sinner, a dead soul, 
und merits condemnation, as an 
enemy to universal being ; and 
is, in every sense, unable to help 
himself. Let a principle of holy 
love be infused into such a soul 
and he will, in a moment, be- 
come spiritually alive: the su- 
peraddition of this principle in 
perfection will make him as per- 
fect as a creature can be : or, in 
words, better adapted, perhaps, 
to common understandings, * A 
sinner only wants a good heart to 
have the light of the knowledge 
of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ shine unto him in its rav- 
ishing glory.” The presence of 
‘ais principle is holiness, its ab- 
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sence is sin. This is the willing 
mind, and it isaccepted according 
to what a man hath, and not ac- 
cording to what he hath not. 
Where this is present, its ex- 
pression will be excused if pre- 
vented by any natural impedi- 
ment, such as “ feeble hands or 
a weak head,” but where it is 
wanting froma creature having 
capacity for its being and exer- 
cise, neither moral nor natural 
inability to obtain it can excuse 
its want or absence, the wretch- 
ed creature so remaining must 
perish, he is fitted for his end, 
which is to be burned. And why 
may not God display his right- 
eousness and goodness in de- 
stroying such enemies to being, 
as wellasin glorifyingits friends? 
“ Hath not the potter power over 
the clay, of the same lump, to 
make one vessel to honor and 
another to dishonor !” 

The writer has, he hopes, “A 
heart-felt conviction of the total 
helplessness and utter inexcusa- 
bleness” of fallen man, at the 

aimetime. And whatever he may 
be left to, he hopes he may never 
be /eft to believe, much less to 
say that God’s requiring abso- 
Inte perfection of such imper- 
fect creatures as have no power 
to love or serve him, must seem 
shockingly unreasonable: Or, that 
his condemning to endless trib- 
ulation and anguish every soul 
of man that doth evil, when do- 
ing evil is what no soul of man 
can help,is excessively cruel: Or, 
that his unconditional decrees of 
election and reprobation, and his 
having mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, in effectual calling, 
is arbitrary, frartial and fralpably 
unjust. If by requiring absolute 
ferfection of imperfect creatures 
is meant requiring any thing 
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more than frerfect love and such 
expressions of it as God has en- 
abled us to exhibit, his require- 
ment would indeed merit these 
epithets; and, in the use of 
them, this might be, and prob- 
ably was, the sense intended. 
But if by requiring absolute fer- 
fection of imperfect creatures 
who have a capacity for holiness, 
be meant requiring frerfect love 
when they are totally destitute 
of it, and have no power what- 
ever to obtain it, then the writer 
dissents from the use of those 
epithets, or any thing like them, 
and he hopestopersevere in this, 
as he finds the Great Teacher, 
who came from God, has ex- 
pressly taught, that sinners nei- 
ther can, nor will, come to him 
for life. These terms, in their 
plain and obvious sense, as they 
are used, negate all power in 
sinners, natural and moral, to 
come to Christ, and their force 
can no otherwise be evaded but 
by departing from their obvious 
meaning, and giving a metaphy- 
sical one as some have done, by 
saying, that can means the same 
as will, and cannot the same as 
will not, a liberty which, if indul- 
ged, will go far to destroy the 
use of the bible as the standard 
of truth, 

If this account of the matter 
should be further objected to, it 
is hoped the objector will show 
from the scriptures what that 
power is which the sinner has, 
distinct from cafacity,to love and 
serve God ; and will clearly de- 
fine it, so that it may be obvious 
to common understandings ; for 
he, if any man, is able to doit; 
and the writer, on seeing this 
done, hopes he shall have mod- 
esty enough to submit his own 
understanding to the authority 





of God, and to join with the 
Apostle in the devout aspiration, 
“ Let God be true, but every 
man a liar.” 

With a view to avoid contro. 
versy, the writer will now state 
in few words the substance of 
what he has said on this subject, 
and his present opinion, to wit, 

That the new-larth is that change 
of nature which is the ground of 

oly exercises—that this change of 
nature, is, in a general sense pihysi- 
cal, but in a sense more afipro- 
friate, it ts moral—that it es- 
sentially consists in the commu- 
nication of a sense or frercefition of 
moral beauty, or, in other words, of 
divine light and love, which before 
was wholly wanting—that the cause 
which firoduces and prerfects this 
change inthe heart, is the physical 
operation of the Holy Ghost crea- 
ting the subject anew unto good 
works, without his frower, c9-ofie- 
ration or causal A sek [rhystcal 
or moral of which for this work he 
is wholly destitute—that the sinner, 
though destitute of power, frropierly 
so called, has sufficient capacity, 
without any new natural faculty to 
be given him, to recetve and exer- 
cise a holy prrincifile when God shall 
please, in his sovereign fileasure, to 
communicate it, a good heart being 
all that is wanting to his perfection 
as a creature—and that the inabili- 
ty of ihe sinner to exercise repen- 
tance, faith and new obedience, be- 
ing a conscious enemy of God and 
his kingdom, affords no excuse for 
impemtence, unbclicf, and disobedt- 


ence, nor renders it unjust for God 


to sh.w his wrath and make his 
fiower known in his destruction. 

It was the writer’s main ob- 
ject to state the inability of the 
sinner to love and serve God, 
and to show that he is blame- 
worthy and accountable, even on 
the supposition that a frhysical 
as well as moral change were 
necessary to enable him to do 
so; but whether this change 
considered as an effect produced 
in the subject, be properly. fiys- 
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ical, except in the large sense 
just mentioned, is a question 
which he has no disposition to 
controvert. 

The strictures which have late- 
ly been made, have exhibited the 
writer amidst a group of absurd 
opinions, with which he has no 
concern, but which, Contrary, it 
is presumed, to the intention of 
the objector himself, the less 
critical reader would be apt to 
apply tohim, if passed over in 
silence, he has therefore been 
induced, with a view to prevent 
or remove the unfavorable im- 
pressions apprehended, to trou- 
ble the public with his present 
remarks: and will only add, 
that, he hopes there will be no 
occasion further to pursue the 
subject. 


2 + 


On the reasonableness of an im- 
mediate refientance. 


(Continued from p. 50.) 


EW things more uni- 
versally engross the at- 
tention of mankind, than a re- 
gard to what is considered as 
honorable and respectable by 
those aroundthem. Thousands 
have been led into the commis- 
sion of enormous sins, and not 
only so, but to such a course of 
conduct as was contrary to their 
natural inclination, and ruinous 
even to their present happiness, 
by an irresistible desire to com- 
ply with the whims of the fash- 
ionable, and the follies of the 
great. Custom is a_ tyrant 
whose sceptre is iron, whose do- 
minions encircle the globe, and 
irom whose powerful grasp few 
mortals can boast immunity — 


15. 


As men have generally been 
evil, they have made language 
conform to their corrupt pro- 
pensities, and have often de- 
nominated that honorable and 
glorious, which has appeared 
base to good men, and abomina- 
ble in the sight of God. But,my 
readers, there is such a thing as 
conduct truly honorable, not- 
withstanding there are many 
counterfeits ; and it seems no 
small argument in favor of an 
immediate repentance, that those 
who are the subjects of real sor- 
row for sin, assume for the first 
time an honorable character.— 
Can this be doubted? Look 
around you in this unhappy 
world, (which, alas, affords num- 
berless instances of every spe- 
cies of wickedness and debase- 
ment,) and beholda profligate 
child, who, though kindly in- 
vited and entreated to become 
obedient and dutiful to his in- 
dulgent parents, yet rejects their 
invitation, despises their advice, 
spurns at the comfort and plenty 
which would accompany their 
favor, and proceeds heedlessly 
downward to poverty, distress, 
and contempt. See the harden- 
ed rebel treat with indifference 
the amnesty of his sovereign ; 
or, within sight of the gibbet, 
tear to pieces with his own 
hands, a reprieve, or a pardon, 
procured by disinterested friend- 
ship, and granted by unbounded 
clemency. See an ungrateful 
wretch neglect and despise a 
benefactor, who has saved his 
life, and preserved him from 
the jaws of famine, whose only 
motive to beneficence was to 
impart happiness, and who se- 
lected this unworthy object of 
his bounty, only because he was 
| Pre-eminently wretched. How 
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do these men appear ? “ Vile,” 
you exclaim at once, “indescrib- 
ably vile.’ Would not a change 
of character, then, be truly 
honorable in these persons? 
Could any virtuous being re- 
fuse toapplaud achange from 
contumacy and rebellion, to du- 
ty, fidelity and gratitude ? How 
then is the case between an ob- 
durate sinner, and his compas- 
sionate Creator? How truly 
base and disgraceful, is his 
continuance in sin. Repent- 
ance is the only proper, the only 
ingenuous, the only justifiable 
course which the transgressor 
can pursue. 

Again, repentance is more 
honorable than impenitence, as 
it tends obviously and immedi- 
ately more to promote the hap- 
piness of the universe. This 
can easily be proved in various 
ways, but as it would involve top- 
ics already treated of, and as it 
is very evident to every consid- 
erate person, I shall not dwell 
upon it. 

Repentance is also honorable 
as it takes the penitent from a- 
mong a most odious and wretch- 
ed class of beings, and places 
him among those who are the 
most dignified and glorious that 
the universe contains. Let the 
impenitent sinner reflect with 
shame, that he belongs to the 
miserable class, in which are li- 
ars, adulterers, murderers, hyp- 
ocrites and deceivers, tyrants and 
usurpers ; in which every base, 
cruel and malignant passion has 
numberless slaves ; in which ev- 
ery mischievous design finds 
supporters, and every ungodly 
practice abettors and defenders ; 
in which Cain, the inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Pharoah, 
Balaam, Saul, Jeroboam, Ahab, 





Judas, and vast multitudes of a 
similar character, have been 
their predecessors in guilt; to 
which belong the angels who 
kept not their first estate, but 
are confined under chains of 
darkness to the judgment of the 
great day ; and in which will be 
included all the enemies of God 
who shall be sealed over to ever- 
lasting perdition! And let the 
believer rejoice with fear and 
trembling, when he considers in 
what a glorious order of beings 
he is ranked. Let him with un- 
feigned humility adore the grace 
which has taken him from his 
former evil associates, and pla- 
ced him in aclass to which be- 
long Enoch and Elijah, Abra- 
ham the father of the faithful, 
Moses the man of God, Samuel 
the seer, David and Solomon, 


the hallowed Isaiah, the plaintive | 


Jeremiah, the ardent Ezekiel, 
the three worthies expressly dis- 
tinguished by God himself, No- 
ah, Job and Daniel, and the 
whole host of faithful prophets, 
apostles and ministers of the 
gospel, with all those, in every 
nation and language, who have 
believed on their word; who 
have been blessings in their gen- 
eration ; and who have main- 
tained a stedfast war with all the 
enemies of God: and what is of 
far greater consequence than all 
this, let hia adore the grace 
which makes him a friend to his 
Creator, Benefactor, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, to the omnipotent 
and ever-blessed God. Here 
are objects which afford full 
scope to a mind emulous of dis- 
tinction truly honorable. The 
conqueror of kingdoms might 
well stand abashed and confoun- 
ded in the contemplation of the 
substantial glory, the transcends 
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ont elevation to which the least 
and most despised member of 
the Redemer’s flock will surely 
arise. 

16. A consideration of the 
great things which God has 
done for the salvation of sinners, 
ought to induce every man to 
renounce his sins, and believe 
the truth. From the fall of man 
to the present time, infinite be- 
nevolence has been constantly 
engaged in devising means for 
the restoration of rebellious crea- 
tures to the favour of their Ma- 
ker, and the enjoyment of hap- 
piness. Prophets have been 
sent, and angels have ministered, 
and the declarations and predic- 
tions of both have been con- 
firmed by miracles almost num- 
berless, to accomplish this de- 
sirable object. A people was 
selected from the rest of the 
world, defended, preserved, and 
instructed by the immediate and 
peculiar agency of Jehovah him- 
self: a law was given and com- 
mitted to writing declaratory of 
the will of God, and the duty of 
man, a law of perfect righteous- 
ness which is to remain for ever 
a transcfipt of the mind of the 
Deity ; and the glorious Son of 
God came into the world and 
by his death made an atone- 
ment for sin, that wretched 
worms of the dust might be 
sanctified and saved. For the 
same purpose, the Holy Ghost 
was sent down, churches were 
formed, pastors provided, and 
many brought to believe the 
truth, and énabled to impart it 
to others. A faithful covenant 
has always existed, notwith- 
Standing the floods of ungodli- 
hess which have nearly deluged 
the earth,and swept away almost 
all the vestiges of real virtue. 
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The scriptures of truth now 
speak, as the voice of many 
waters, saying, “ Turn ye, turn 
ve, why will ye die, O house of 
Israel.” Notwithstanding these 
kind interpositions of Divine 
Providence, these stupendous 
works of compassion and mer- 
cy, multitudes to whom they are 
well known, and upon whom 
they are frequently urged, treat 
them with cold indifference and 
systematic neglect. That they 
ought not to be so neglected is 
sufficiently evident ; and that 
they ought to be received as 
proofs of the divine placability 
and readiness to receive a peni- 
tent, admits not adoubt. Oh, 
that the spirit of grace would 
give them the proper effect up- 
on our hearts ; and that, while 
pondering upon them, we may 
feel a proper sense of gratitude 
to him from whom cometh 
down every good gift, and of 
the obligation under which we 
are laid to use all his favors in 
such a manner as to promote 
the good of our souls. Thus 
shall we meet our Judge with 
joy in the great day of account, 
and be admitted into his blessed 
kingdom. 
©. ¥. A. 
(To be Continued.) 


——e + 


The Religious Remembrancer, 
extracted chiefly from the wri- 
tings of ancient, eminent di- 
vines, 


(Continued from p. 168.) 


‘No. V. 
EMEMBER that you have 
a soul of an immortal nas 
ture, of more worth than ter 
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thousand worlds, which is in 
great danger of being lost, 
through the temptations of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
which therefore must be the ob- 
ject of your solicitous concern, 
vigilance and care, as ever you 
value its happiness. Our souls 
are spiritual, vital substances, 
endowed with understanding, 
will and affections, created with 
an inclination to the body, and 
infused into it by God, for whom 
they were made, and by whom 
they are made capable of end- 
less happiness or misery. No- 
thing is so worthy of our great- 
est care and diligence as our pre- 
cious and immortal souls,and the 
securing the favor of God, in or- 
der to the salvation of them — 
To over value present tempo- 
ral things, that bear a relation 
only to the body, and the present 
life, and undervalue the soul, 
and slight its eternal concerns, is 
madness that wants a name to 
describe ; it is doing infinitely 
worse than those who are care- 
ful to feed their brutes and leave 
their children to starve ; its 
great worth appears, in that it 
will never have an end, but con- 
tinue as long as God himself has 
a being ; in that itis capable of 
the moral image and intellectu- 
al enjoyment of God here, and 
everlasting communion with 
him in glory ; in the price that 
was paid for the redemption of 
it, which was the sacrifice and 
death of the adorable son of 
God; and in the diligence, 
watchfulness and stratagems of 
satan to destroy it, who lies in 
ambush in every place, and like 
a roaring lion goes about seeking 
whom he may devour. These 
considerations shew its worth 
and value, and should urge us to 
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make the salvation of it the busi- 
ness and care of our lives ; we 
should think nothing too dear to 
secure it, because the loss of it 
is irreparable. Let us not de- 
base our souls below their ex- 
cellent nature and end, by liv- 
ing in animal and brutal gratifi- 
cations, hor endanger them by 
the indulgence of any sin. Let 
not us dying creatures have a 
thousand thoughts of temporal 
enjoy ments, for one that we em- 
ploy about our immortal spirits, 
as if they were things that we 
had no concern in; but let us 
act the wise and prudent part in 
securing a happiness that will 
last as long as our beings last, 
and fully complete all their wish- 
es and desires. 


No. VI. 
REMEMBER that you are a 


probationer for eternity, and 
that, as you spend this short 
moment of time, so it will be 
with you forever ; that as you 
now sow, so you will then reap. 

It highly becomes us serious- 
ly to consider, that our lives are 
short, oursouls are precious, our 
enemies many and powerful, 
our work is great, and much of 
itis undone. Time is hasting 
away apace, and much of itis 
already lost ; hell is terrible, hea- 
ven is glorious, God is just; 
and whatsoever is done for our 
immortal souls must be done 
now or never. Being in this 
case, we have no time to throw 
away on senscless, idle, and use- 
less diversions ; or to spend in 
sinful, criminal pleasures and in- 
dulgences. Let those so em- 
ploy themselves who have no 
work to do for God, and no souls 
to prepare for death, judg- 
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ment, andeternity. Surely, be- 
ings that have the concerns of 
both worlds to mind, need not 
be at aloss to employ their time. 
O precious time ! How fearful 
am I, lest thou shouldest be 
. gone before my faith be strength- 
ened, and my preparation made 
for death and judgment, by ac- 
tive faith and holy diligence ! 
He that lives by faith, sees heav- 
en open all the way before him, 
and that cools his appetite for 
all sensual, sinful sports and 
pleasures. I cannot think what 
hearts those men have, who can 
sce time passing, death coming, 
God ever present, judgment and 
eternity at hand, and yet live 
heedless, as if they had nothing 
todo with time. Certainly that 
person is not well in his senses, 
or knows nothing of his God, 
his end, his work, or bis dan- 
ger, who hath time that lies as a 
burden upon his hands. Need- 
ful, lawful recreations are not to 
be condemned, such as fit us for 
the duties of our callings, but 
wo unto them who cast away 
their short and precious time in 
fooleries and idleness! since 
this is all they will ever have to 
prepare for their everlasting 
state. Howshould our time be 
valued and improved, since a 
minute of it can never be recall- 
ed’ how should it be spent, 
since every moment brings us 
nearer to our eternal condition ? 
Let us foresee our dying hour, 
and employ our moments as we 
shall wish we had done, when 
lime with us shall be no more. 


(To be continued.) 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL MaA- 
GAZINE, 


GENTLEMEN, 
THE following letter was 
written toa young lady who had 
apparently been brought near 
to the grave by sickness, but af- 
terwards recovered, and who, 
while to human appearance, she 
was in the valley of the shadow 
of death, entertained an hope of 
an interest in Christ. Soon af- 
ter she received the letter, she 
favored me with a copy. And 
presuming the author will have 
no objection, I submit it to your 
disposal. 


June, 1802. 

Dear Friend, 

EING enabled, asI hope 

and trust, by the mighty 
power of God, to realize the de- 
plorable condition of those, who 
have not an interest in Jesus 
Christ ; and professing a full 
belief of the necessity of a re- 
novation of heart to prepare 
men for the enjoyment of God, 
influence me to write to you. 

The first time I visited you, 

I had an ardent desire to con- 
verse with you respecting the 
state of your mind. As you 
was to human appearance draw- 
ing towards the close of life, 
I was anxious to know whether 
you considered yourself a sub- 
ject of divine grace, and hoped 
for heaven only through the a- 
tonement of Jesus Christ. But 
finding persons present, with 
whom I supposed you would 
prefer to converse, what little 
your strength would admit, and 
who I knew were better able to 
give you instruction than myself, 
I contentedly omitted it, though 
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anxiety of mind. On my way 
home [ contemplated on your 
dreadful condition, if as I fear- 
ed, you was in an unregenerate 
state, and evidently not long to 
live. But I still hoped and 
prayed, that God in infinite 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
would renew your heart, and 
prepare you for glory. 

The second time I saw you, I 
was disappoimted, after what I 
had just heard, to find you had 
an hope of yourself; and I both 
rejoiced and feared. I rejoiced, 
because I hoped you had been 
born again, and feared, lest you 
should be deceived, and’ settle 
down on a false foundation. 
Whether you are in aregene- 
rate or unregenerate state, I pre- 
tend not to know. But since it 
is of the utmost importance, that 
you be not deceived ; I, having 
an ardent desire for your eternal 
interest, beg leave to entreat you 
to examine, whether you have 
the true believer’s hope, or that 
hope only which perisheth. 
There have been many, you are 
sensible, who, when they were 
apparently on their dying-bed, 
have expressed a hope of a 
change of heart, and as far as 
human eye could discern, had 
become the disciples of Jesus 
Christ. They manifested a high 
reyard for the Redeemer’s cause, 
and earnestly desired to obtain 
their health to speak the praises 
of redeeming love. When out 
of present danger, they lost their 
love to God, and their religion 
became like the morning cloud, 
and early dew. I do not say 
your religion will be like theirs. 
But since that has proved to be 
the case with others, have you 
no reason to fear it may be so 
with you ? 





In conversing with you, | 
perceived, if I did not Mistake, 
you wished to obtain your health, 
that you might manifest that you 
had passed from death to life. 
Your conduct will be an evi- 
dence to others, of your love to 
God ; butif this be your only 
dependence, I beg leave to tel! 
you, your religion is false. 

Regeneration is essential to 
salvation ; and unless you have 
been renewed by the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, you have no 
part in the sufferings of Christ. 
Jesus Christ hath wrought outa 
complete atonement for all who 
put their trust in him. If you 
have built your hope on Christ, 
yoursalvationis sure. Many have 
thought Christ was the founda- 
tion of their hope, but at length, 
were made sensible, they were 
building on their own strength. 

Love*is the great criterion, 
by which we may know, that we 
are the friends of God. “ Eve- 
ry one that loveth is born of 
God.” But this love must be 
exercised towards God, and not 
towards ourselves. All unre- 
generate men have a supreme 
regard for themselves ; but the 
foundation of their love to God 
originates froma hope, or be- 
lief, that he will make them hap- 
py- Butall, who are the sub- 
jects of the new birth, love God, 
not only because he hath sent 
his Son to redeem them from 
the curse of the law, but because 
his attributes are worthy their 
highest affections. This is ho- 
ly love. If you exercise this 
kind of love towards God, you 
have reason to believe you are 4 
subject of divine grace. You 
must hope on no other ground 
than this. If you have true love 
to God, you will not be ashamed 
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to espouse his cause. You will 
sce a divine beauty in all his 
requirements, will delight in his, 
commands, and will loathe your- 
self on account of those sins, | 
which are the cause of your do- 
ing so little to promote the Re-! 
deemer’s kingdom. If you are 
atrue penitent, you will rejoice 
in the prosperity of Sion, and 
have a tender regard for the 
friends of religion. You will 
derive greater satisfaction in the. 
company of the friendsef Christ, 
than in that ef his enemies — 
Hereby “ we know that we have 
passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren.”— 
The Apostle here means, that 
those, who have this knowledge, 
exercise a kind of love towards 
the brethren, different from. 
that, which unholy men exer- 
cise towards each other. He 
speaks to those, who love the 
brethren, or true Christian pro- 
fessors, because they are the 
friends of God, and wear the 
image of Christ stamped ‘on 
their hearts. All who love the 
followers of Jesus, because they 
are his true friends, belong to. 
that number to whom the apos- 
ule addressed himself. If you 
are afriendtothe Redeemer, you: 
will find frequent occasion for 
humbling yourself before God, ' 
for your many transgressions, | 
and implore divine forgiveness. | 
You will rejoice that the Lord. 
Jehovah reigneth, and orders all } 
things according to his_ holy | 
will and pleasure. It will be 
matter of joy to you to give up. 
yourself to God in an everlasting: 
covenant, never to be broken ;- 
and frequently dedicate yourself, 
soul and body to him. You will 
have an ardent desire that sin- 
ners may see the error of their 


Letter toa Young Lady. 


214 


ways, and turn to God. For 
this you will earnestly pray. If 
you have the love of Christ in 
your heart, you will strive to 
imitate his meckness and love ; 
“ Who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when he suf- 
fered he threatened not; but 
committed all things to him, 
who judgeth righteously.” You 
will, like him, possess a forgiv- 
ing temper, and freely forgive 
all your enemies. If you do 
not forgive, and ask mercy for 
them, you cannot pray for 
yourself in a manner, which 
will be acceptable before God. 
Would it be fit for God to for- 
give his enemies, if they forgive 
not theirs ? 

If you have enlisted under 
Christ as the captain of your 
salvation, you have engaged in 
that glorious cause, which will 
finally triumph. Though you 
may meet with many difficul- 
ties and disappointments, you 
need not fear. All the saints 
on earth ate on your side, walk- 
ing the same road ; all the angels 
and glorified spirits in heaven 
are engaged in the same glori- 
ous cause, and rejoice that you 
will soon join them in celebra- 
ting the praises of redeeming 
love ; and the Lord Jehovah 
will never leave, nor forsake 
you. 

Before I close my letter, per- 
mit me once more to exhort you, 
to search: your heart, and see if 
you are not deceived. “ The 
heart is deceitfulaboveall things, 
and desperately wicked, who 
can knowit.”. Remember, Sa- 
tan is taking every advantage te 
deceive you. If he cannot do 
it by driving you to despair, he 
will strive to make you settle 
down on a false hope. But yield 
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not to his wiles, nor temptations, 
but flee from him, as the adver- 
sary of your soul. Submit your- 
self to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and take on you his yoke, which 
is easy, and his burden, which is 
light. 

That God would grant you 
grace to live agreeably to his 
will, and at last receive you to 
himself in glory, is the earnest 
desire of your friend. G. 





Memoir of the Rev. Jeremiah Day. 


HE Rev. Jeremiah Day was 
born at Colchester in the 
State of Connecticut January 
25th, 1737, O. S. His father 
and ancestors were originally 
from Hampshire county, state 
of Massachusetts, were plain far- 
mers, and both the paternal and 
maternal line were remarkable 
for their piety. His father being 
one of the first settlers of Col- 
chester, Jeremiah, when a boy, 
‘was employed in the fields du- 
ring the spring, summer and 
autumn, and in the winter went 
a distance of three miles to 
school. 

He early discovered a great 
attachment to books, which in- 
duced his parents to fit him to 
reccive a public education. 

At commencement after he 
had completed his fifteenth 
year, he entered Yale College, 
and was graduated in 1756. 

After he left College he taught 
a school in Sharon until the 
Ist of Dec. 1757, when he com- 
menced student in divinity with 
the late Rev. Joseph Bellamy, 
D. D. of Bethlem. After a year 
and an hall’s study, some mod- 
est doubtsas to his qualifications 





for a gospel minister led him to 
return to his former employ- 
ment of instructing a school. 
In the spring of 1763, his only 
brother died, and in his will 
bequeathed him a farm on Sha. 
ron mountain. 

Having a taste for mathemo- 
tics and natural philosophy, he 
here divided his time between 
books and hard labor. The aged 
farmers in that vicinity still 
speak of Mr. Day as useful to 
them in their profession, and 
yet notwithstanding his improv- 
ed mind, he cheerfully submit- 
ted to all the toils of the field. 
While in this situation he faith- 
fully discharged the office of a 
Selectman ; in October 1766, he 
represented the town of Sharon 
in the General Assembly ; and 
about the same time received a 
military commission.—But God 
in his providence had designed 
him for another sphere of ac- 
tion, and prepared him to en- 
counter its self denials by afflic- 
tion. 

Miss Sarah Mills of Kent, 
the wife of his youth, to whom 
he had been married about three 
years, sickened and died in Au- 
gust 1767. Not long before her 
death he with her made a pub- 
lic profession of religion.—Soon 
afterwards he renewed his at- 
tention to theological _ studies, 
under the direction of the Rev. 
Mr. Smith of Sharon, was li- 
censed as a candidate, and after 
preaching at several places 
came to New Preston in Sep- 
tember, 1769, and was ordained 
as pastor of that flock January 
31st, 1770.—In the autumn of 
this year he was married a sec- 
ond time to Miss Lucy Wood 
of Danbury. 

Shortly after Mills, ason by 
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his first wife, and then his only 

child, died, in consequence of a 

kick fromahorse. ‘The year fol- 

Jowing, 1771, his second wife di- 

edby whom he had no children. 

Oct. 7th, 1772, he was married 

a third time to Abigail, widow of 

the Rev. Sylvanus Osborn of 

East Greenwich (now Warren,) 
by her he had five children, four 
sons, and a daughter who died 
ininfancy. By his great exer- 
tions, prudence, and economy, 
he educated three of his sons at 
Yale College, and one as a mer- 
chant, who are now all respect- 
able and respected by their fel- 
low citizens.*—W hat exertions 
he must have made to educate 
his sons, and what privations he 
must have endured to keep 
peace witha parish which was 
divided by various denominations 
of Christians previous to his set- 
tlement, may be learned from 
the means he possessed to sup- 
port his family.—Soon after his 
ordination at New Preston he 
purchased a farm and attended 
to the cultivation of it until quite 
the latter part of his life. 

He labored considerably with 
his own hands, particularly in 
the season of haying and har- 
vest. His natural ‘constitution 
was uncommonly strong, his 
health almost uninterruptedly 
good, till the summer of 1797, 
when his constitution was very 
much impaired by a turn of the 
Erysipelas, brought on by being 
overtaken and wet in a thunder 
shower while extremely heated 


————— 


*Jeremiah Day, Professor of 
Mathematics and Natural Philo- 
sopy, Yale College. Thomas, attor- 
hey at Law, Hartford. Noble, Mer- 


chant at New Preston, and Mills,. 


licensed candidate for the Ministry, 
and Tutor in Yale College. 
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by pitching grain in the field. 
From this sickness he never en- 
tirely recovered.—The salary 
stipulated by the society at the 
time of his settlement was 70/. 
annually, to be paid one third 
in cash, and two thirds in wheat 
at four shillings per bushel, and 
iron at twenty four shillings per 
hundred. Notwithstandine: this 
stipulation he in fact received a 
considerable part of every year’s 
salary in mechanic’s work, and 
labor on his farm at the ordinary 
price, without any deduction — 
In the revolutionary war he suf- 
fered with his brethren. In ad- 
dition to the usual ministerial in- 
dulgences at that period he re 
mitted in the year 1776, five 
pounds of the nominal amount 
of his salary. This sum was 
remitted in the first instance for 
that year only, but was continu- 
edin each succeeding year, not 
only during the American war, 
but till his death-His propo- 
salsexhibited to his parishioners 
were in the following words. 

“ Considering the greatness 
‘ofthe necessary expenses of 
‘ the country at the present day, 
‘ and the difficulty of the times, 
‘and being willing to contri- 
‘bute my proportion towards 
‘the public. expenses, and to 
‘encourage the glorious cause 
‘in which we are engaged, lam 
‘induced to give five pounds 
‘ lawful money the present year 
‘ to this society,to be deducted 
‘out of my salary for the year 
‘ 1776, which is more than two 
‘ shillings on the pound of all 
‘ my ratable estate. And I fur- 
‘ thermore make declaration and 
¢ promise that all those who are 
‘bound by law to pay rates to 
‘me, but profess to be of any 
‘other religious denomination 
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‘from us, if they will produce 
‘good and credible certificates 
‘that they have paid for the 
¢ support of the gospel to the 
‘amount of their rates to me, 
‘ for preaching which they have 
¢ enjoyed within the compass of 
‘ this year, that isto say, from 
¢ the first day of Feb. 1776, to 
‘ the first day of Feb. 1777, shall 
‘in consequence of application 
¢ made to me for the above men- 
‘ tioned year, receive a full dis- 
‘ charge of their ministerial tax- 
‘es——That they should be re- 
‘quired to pay something for 
‘the support of the gospel is 
‘reasonable, inasmuch as a 
‘ preached gospel is a benefit to 
‘ civil society, as well as to the 
* souls of men. 

This voluntary relinquishment 
of salary to relieve his parishion- 
ers, and promise to pay to the 
society the legal taxes of all dis- 
senters, operated as a direct tax 
of ten per cent annually on all 
his ratable property, for thirty 
years—-It ought, however, to 
be remarked, in justice to the 
society, that in the year prece- 
ding his death they made him 
a present of about the same 
amount which he had annually 
relinquished to them for their 
peace and prosperity. 

In private life, in the domes- 
tic relations, Mr. Day afforded 
as perfect an example as human 
nature has produced since fami- 
lies were formed. To his wife, 
he was all that her fondest wishes 
could claim or ask : to his chil- 
dren he was the best of fathers. 
The exclamation of one of his 
sons on the mournful occasion 
of his death, toa friend, was as 
just, as it was pathetic. 

“ How kind, how tender, how 
indulgent, and yet how faithful 


« 





our father has been, four hearts 

will remember, and while they 

remember, will swell with grati- 

tude and affection, till every 
emotion shall be extinct.”—In 
all his intercourse with his peo- 
ple he was grave, serious, and 
instructive. Wise asa serpent, 
and harmless as a dove, he was 
one of the most illustrious ex. 
amples of ministerial prudence. 
—As a divine he had a sound 
understanding, capable of deep 
research in the science of theo- 
logy. ‘Though not a fervent and 
animated orator, he wasa solemn 
and impressive preacher. The 
serious could not hear him with- 
out attention, nor attend to him 
without improvement. Witha 
clear and luminous method, he 
loved chiefly to dwell on the 
great doctrines of divine grace, 
and the distinguishing truths of 
the gospel. 

To his brethren in the minis- 
try he was a tried friend, and an 
able counsellor. In ecclesiasti- 
cal councils and difficulties, his 
advice was much sought, and 
improved. Indeed, in this im- 
portant branch of ministerial 
duty, he may not have left his 
parallel —Always upright in his 
views, remarkable for punctual- 
ity in attendance on all appoint- 
ments, and able, at once to seize 
the right point in every ques- 
tion, able to disentangle the 
most embarrassed subject, clear 
and conclusive in his reason- 
ings, fellow members in coun- 
cil always felt themselves hon- 
ored when they found his opine 
ion to coincide with theirs. 

Always humble and exempla- 
ry,and abounding in the work of 
the Lord, he appeared to be fil- 
led with love for the souls of 
men, and to have a special re 
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gard to the spiritual interest of 
his own particular people: For 
many years he laboured. with 
them to little apparent effect, 
but not long before his death, 
God granted a very considerable 
revival and a respectable addition 
was made to his church. 

His brethren in the ministry 
are witnesses of his strong emo- 
tions, when reciting to them the 
evidences that the pleasure of the 
Lord was apparently prospering 
in his hands—At the meeting 
of the association of which Mr. 
Day was a member in May last, 
the good man attended, as he 
said, and as it proved, for the 
last time. His youngest son 
was examined and licensed asa 
preacher of the gospel. Al- 
though he said little, his tears 
and expressive countenance, 
when his son retired, showed 
that the feelings of the aged 
Simeon were throbbing at his 
heart. Though his death was 
eventually sudden he had been 
for some time accustomed to 
consider himself as near the 
close of life. Hence he took an 
affectionate andimpressive adieu 
of the association on parting ; 
and conversed with many of his 
Christian friends with the free- 
dom, dignity and humble sub- 
mission: of one who was con- 
scious that he had fought a good 
fight, kept the faith, and that 
the hour of his departure was 
at hand. 

He frequently remarked that 
death had no terrors to him, and 
that if it was the will of God, he 
did not wish to live beyond his 
usefulness. At atime when three 
of his children were with him, a 
few weeks before his death, he 
told them with perfect compos- 
ure and serenity, that he had 


Memoir of the Rev. Jeremiah Day. 





215 


but a little while longer to stay 
with them ; that he should soon 
leave them ; that he felt little if 
any axlety about their temporal 
prospects, as they would soon 
follow him to the eternal world. 
After charging and counselling 
them as to the one thing need- 
ful, he concluded with an affec- 
tionate and solemn injunction 
that they should be prepared to 
meet him in the world of spir- 
its, and at the bar of the gene- 
ral judgment. 

The disorder of which he di- 
ed, was supposed by his physi- 
cians to be the dropsy in the 
breast. This occasioned con- 
siderable difficulty in breathing, 
and consequent distress. But 
he can hardly be said to have 
complained at all. His suffer- 
ings were known only, from in- 
voluntary expressions of his 
countenance, from his strug- 
gles, and from the mild and 
simple answers he made to the 
questions that were put to him. 
Mrs. Day, however, who watch- 
ed every breath he drew, and 
felt every pang that he felt in his 
sickness, thinks that his suffer- 
ings were, at times, extreme.— 
His strength was not so much 
impaired, but that he walked 
across the room, and sat in his 
chair, a considerable part of the 
time, on the very day of his 
death. He prayed in his family 
every morning and evening dur- 
ing the whole of his sickness, 
not excepting the last morning 
of his life—Did he survive his 
usefulness ?——He died about nine 
o’clock, Friday morning, Sept. 
12th, inthe seventieth year of 
his age—Atthe beginning of 
the evening, being apparently in 
distress for breath, Mrs. Day 
asked him, if he would not 
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have his clothes taken off, and 
be put to bed? He said “ not 
now.” At nine o’clock he spoke 
to her, as she was sitting by the 


fire, and said, “ I don’t care if 


you do take off my clothes.” 
She went to the bed-side and be- 
gan to loosen his clothes, when 
he fetched a sigh and stopped 
breathingafter a short space 
he fetched another sigh—and a 
third—and breathed and sighed 
no more !! 

His funeral was attended Sept. 
16th bya large concourse of pco- 
ple, when the Rev. Mr. Starr, 
of Warren, delivered a_perti- 
nent discourse from Rom. viii. 
34, “ Who is he that condemneth? 
Jt is Curis? that died, yea rath- 
er, that is risen, who is evenat 
the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.?— 
This passage was selected by 
the deceased, previous to his 
death, for the occasion, and is 
indicative of his favourite sub- 


ject in preaching, and the great 


principle, that was the founda- 
tion of his Christian hope, in 
lis departing moments. Z. 


rom the Christian Observer. 
On the different kinds of morality. 
(Continued from p. 184.) 


N my former paper, I troub- 
led you with a description of 
several kinds of false and defec- 
tive morality. I now advance 
to the definition of that morality 
which is truly scriptural ; and, 
in doing this, I am not afraid of 
too much exalting my subject. 
Morality, it must be admitted, is 
not a scriptural expression. It 





is nevertheless a word which 
may properly be resorted to, in 
order to denote general holj. 
ness, or the practical part of true 
religion ; and it also may imply 
the whole moral demands of 
that law of God, which requires 
a sinless obedience. It has hap- 
pened indeed that the word mv. 
ral, andalso the terms daw and 
lawful or legal, have gone al- 
most out of usein some quar- 
ters, except when they are em- 
ployed in an unfavorable sense. 
We know, however, from su- 
preme authority, that it is only 
“ when the wicked man turneth 
from the error of his ways, and 
doeth that which is lawful and 
right,” that “ he shall save his 
soul alive.’ An eminent wri- 
ter of our own Church, who was 
a strenuous assertor of the doc- 
trine of justification by faith, 
and who has also well deserved 
that title of “the judicious,” 


which he has obtained, has trea- 


ted largely of daw in general, 
and he labors to recommend and 
exalt it, not to disparage and de- 
grade it. Of law,” says this 
great author, “ there can be no 
less acknowledged than that her 
seat is the bosom of God, her 
voice the harmony of the work: 
all things in heaven and earth 
do her homage, the very least 
as feeling her care, and the 
greatest as not exempted from 
her power; both angels and 
men, and creatures, of what con- 
dition soever, though each in 
different sort and manner, yet 
all with uniform consent, admi- 
ring her asthe mother of their 
peace and joy.” (Hooker's Ec- 
cles. Pol.) 

bedience to some moral law 
is so clearly conducive to the 
peace and happiness of the 
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world, that respect seems due 
to those philosophers and mora- 
lists who have laboured, even 
with imperfect success, to lay 
down the rules of duty. They 
have pursued a good object, al- 
though they may have ina great 
measure failed in attaining it— 
Still higher praise belongs to 
the few distinguished _legisla- 
tors, who have been able to re- 
duce savage man into subjec- 
tion to the laws of civil society ; 
who have known how to melt 
into one common will, the sep- 
arate and independent wills of 
multitudes of human beings ; 
and have endeavored to convert 
into national honor, and wis- 
dom, and strength, the pride, 
the craft, and the violence, of in- 
sulated individuals. 

Moses was a lawgiver. Some 
unbelievers have acknowledged 
him in this character, and have 
pronounced him therefore one 
ofthe greatest of mankind— 
Let us not forget that he was a 
person of extraordinary meek- 
ness, and that his qualification 
for ruling over others consisted 
much in the power of governing 
himseif. 

God himself, indeed, was the 
lawgiver of the Jews; Moses 
being his vicegerent. How are 
our ideas of law elevated, by thus 
contemplating the great Jeho- 
vah in the character of a legis- 
lator, promulgating laws which 
were at once morel, political, 
and ceremonial, for the govern- 
ment of that favored people — 
“ He gave them his statutes and 
his judgments, which if a man 
do, he shall live in them.” 

Christ is often celebrated in 
holy writ as a king or lawgiver. 
He is that “ king” whom “ God 
hath set upon his holy hill of 
Vo. VII. NO. 6. 
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Sion,” and under his adminis- 
tration the same divine law, 
which had been delivered to the 
Jews in tables of Stone, was to 
be written in the fleshly tables 
of the heart. 

The moral part of this law of 
God is commonly considered as 
comprised in the ten com- 
mandments, and these ten have 
been divided into two by Jesus 
Christ. “ On these two com- 
mandments,” said he, meaning 
the commandment to love God 
which is the sum of the first 
table, and the commandment to 
love our neighbor which is the 
sum of the second, “ hang all 
the law and the prophets.” 
(Matt. xxii. 36.) 

The Apostles, in exact con- 
formity with their master, fre- 
quently taught that love to God, 
and love to man, constitute the 
sum of true morality or holi- 
ness ; since there is no com- 
mandment which love will not 
dispose us to fulfil. “ Therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
(Rom. xiii. 9. &c.) “ Now the 
end of the commandment is 
charity (or love) out of a pure 
heart, and of a geod conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned.” 

How superior to every scheme 
of the philosophers is that sys- 
tem of the Scriptures, which 
has thus laid down the principle 
of love as the root of all mo- 
rality. “ Love is of God,” God 
is love, whoso dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.”—“ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another.” 
—*“ Charity” or love is exalted 
in the New Testament above all 
gifts, and even above all other 
graces. “ Though I speak with 
the tongue 7 i and of an- 
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gels, and have not charity, I am 
become as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal.” “And now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three, but the greatest of these 
is charity.” 

But it may be said, since love 
in the heart is the true principle 
of evangelical obedicnce, may 
not a warm feeling of love stand 
in the place of an exact attention 
to the law as arule of life ? Did 
not Christ, indeed, come to ab- 
rogate the law of Moses ; and 
is notevery believer in Christ 
freed from it ? 

Jesus Christ, when he was 
on earth, perceiving that an 
opinion not very unlike to this 
had gone forth, expressed him- 
self in the following manner on 
the subject. “ Think not that 
Jam come to destroy the law 
and the prophets. I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil.” 
As if he had said, you imagine 
that whatsoever Moses and the 
prophets have taught, is repre- 
sented by me as having no lon- 
ger any force or obligation: and 
that the commandments of Mo- 
ses, the lawgiver, are repealed 
because I, the Messiah, am 
come. Far from it. “I come 
not to destroy the law and the 
prophets,” but for the very con- 
trary purpose, “ to fulfil them ;” 
to fulfil all that has been pre- 
figured in types, or declared in 
prophecy, concerning me ; 23 
well as to pay a complete obe- 
dience toall the commandments. 
And since thus to do the ut- 
most honor to the divine law is 
the very purpose of my com- 
ing, I further declare to you 
that the respect to this law, 
which my followers shali mani- 
fest, both in word and deed, 
shall coustitute the test of their 
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discipleship ; insomuch, thy 
according to the precise meg. 
sure of their obedience, shall 
their rank be estimated in tha 
kingdom which Iam zbout to 
establish : * Whosoever, there. 
fore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of hes- 
ven.” He shall take the lowest 
place in my Church. “ But 
whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called 
great in the kingdom of hea- 
ven.” 

When we assume, that the 
principle of love in our hearts 
may supersede a careful atten- 
tion either to the dictates of ths 
law, or to the moral precepts of 
the Gospel, we are certainly de- 
ceived. ‘True love will mani- 
fest itself by the performance 
of those acts, which he whom 
we love has prescribed to us. It 
will make us anxious to know 
all the particulars of his will, 
and dispose us to meditate upon 
his precepts. This is the love 
of God that we keep his com- 
mandments.” The command- 
ments of God, indeed, rise high 
in their demands ; but_ our ap- 
probation of them, even in thei 
utmost extent, will be one test 
of the reality of our affection. 
It has been affirmed of some oi 
the more ordinary duties of mo- 
rality, that they are too low for 
some generous and ardent 
spitits. Justice, for example; 
has on this ground been degra- 
ded, and generosity pronounced 
superior to it. Now the pre- 
cepts of the Bible are sufficicat- 
ly exalted to engage the noblest 
feelings of the soul. The Scrip- 
tures demand of us not justice 
only, according to men’s orl 
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nary conception of that virtue, 
hut generosity in its most ex- 
tensive and lofty sense. They 
require, that actuated by love to 
our Creator and Redeemer, we 
should err, according to the 
world’s estimate of things, on 
the side of atoo free and liberal 
service ; that we should carry 
every virtue to a heigh®which 
ordinary men will deem exces- 
sive and romantic ; that we 
should exercise a degree of pa- 
tience, forbearance, and forgive- 
ness, Which will by no means be 
approved of by the world ; and 
that we should practise what 
many will mot fail to deem a 
much too forward and enlarged 
benevolence. They suggest that 
we should be more ready to 
confer favors, than importunate 
men are to apply for them; 
more prompt to forgive injuries, 
than violent men are to inflict 
them; more willing to bestow 
our property than unjust men 
are to spoil us of it ;—That if 
any man compel usto go with 
him a mile, we should go with 
him twain. That if any one 
smite us on the right check, we 
should tura to him the other 
aso, andif any one take away 
our coat, he should have our 
cloak also. Mat. v. S9——41. 
Scriptural morality, it has al- 
ready been intimated, carries 
every virtue toa much higher 
point, than the morality of the 
world. As in the days of Christ, 
it was Necessary to the charac- 
‘cref a true disciple, that his 
ghteousness should exceed 


that of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
(the men at that time in the 
highest repute for goodness) ; 
80 Now it is requisite, that the 
virtue of every real Christian 
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most moral of the unbelievers. 


Are some of these, fair and ho- 
nest in their dealings? The 
Christian, as was just remarked, 
must be more than honest, he 
must be beneficent. Are some 
of them beneficent? He must 
be very large in his beneficence. 
Do some of them give freely 
out of their abundance ? The 
Christian must impart freely, 
though he should have a scanty 
income. He must even “ work 
with his hands the thing which 
is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth ?” 
Do men of the world shew grat- 
itude to their benefactors ? Do 
they love their friends and do 
good to them? “ But I say unto 
you,” says Christ, “love your 
enemies. Do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you and 
persecute you.” Are unbe- 
lievers occasionally candid ? The 
Christian must be not candid 
only, but forgiving also, He 
must freely pardon the offences 
against himself which he plain- 
ly sees, knowing that “if he 
forgives not men their tres- 
passes, neither will his heavenly 
father forgive him.” Are there 
unbelievers who keep their 
bodies under some degree of 
subjection, and whose conversa- 
tion is usually decorous? The 
Christian not only “ lets no cor- 
rupt communication proceed 
out of his mouth,” but he also 
“ speaks that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace to the hearers.” 
Do some unbelievers support 
adversity with fortitude ? The 
Christian bears it not with for- 
titude only, but with pious re- 
signation ? Ile views in it the 





should transeend that of the. 





hand of his heavenly Father. 
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“ My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of 
him, for whom the Lord lov- 
eth hechasteneth,and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.” 
Hie can even rejoice in tribula- 
tion. “ My brethren, count it 
all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations. “ For our light 
affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh out for usa 
far more excecding and eternal 
weight of glory.” Are there 
many infidels, sceptics, and 
worldly men, who would on no 
account take a false oath? Do 
some of them refrain from the 
generally prevailing sin of com- 
mon and profane swearing ? 
The Christian has such rever- 
ence for God, that he will nei- 
ther lightly mention his holy 
name, nor trifle with any sacred 
subject. “ But I say unto you 
swear not at all; neither by 
heaven for it is God’s throne, 
nor by the earth, for it is his 
footstool. But let your com- 
munication be yea, yea, nay, 
| nay, for whatsoever is more 
i than these cometh of evil.” Are 
many irreligious men unwilling 
to violate the laws of the land ? 
Are they true and faithful to 
their king and country ? The 
Christian is subject to the ma- 
gistrate, not only for wrath, but 
also for conscience sake. “ He 
renders to Cesar the things that 
are Casar’s, as religiously as to 
God the things that are God’s.” 
He is public spirited in the most 
extensive sense. He has been 
| : taught, that on all occasions, we 
‘| are “to look not every one on 
‘vet his own things, but every one 
alsoon the things of others :” 
and how can he deny to his 
country, when it needs his ser- 
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vices, that generous aid which 
ithas been his habit to bestow 
on the meanest individual ? His 
loyalty therefore needs not to 
be prompted by the hope of title, 
pension, or place, or even by 
the humbler ambition of being 
admitted to an occasional fam- 
iliarityy with the great. He is 
satisfied with his own modest 
station: he “ minds not high 
things, but condescends to men 
of low estate.” In short, his 
plan of life is to give, rather 
than to receive ; to be useful 
to others, but to want little for 
himself : to bear injuries, but 
never to inflict them ; to do 
good and lend, hoping for no- 
thing again; to do well, and 
when he suffers for it, to take 
such sufferings patiently, know- 
ing that hereunto he is called. 
Such is Christian morality. It 
surpasses that ofthe most vir- 
tuous of the unbelievers. This 
is one of its principal character- 
istics : it “ exceeds the righteous- 
ness of the Scribesand Pharisees.” 

But I proceed to a few other 
material circumstances in which 
it differs from the morality of 
the world. 

Scrifitural morality regards the 
heart, and not merely the out- 
ward conduct. The New Tes- 
tament teaches, that the mind 
which indulges hatred, as well 
as the hand which is full of 
blood, brings a man in guilty 
of murder: that whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after 
her, hath already committed 
adultery with her in his heart :” 
and the very law of Moses has 
inculcated the same strictness, 
by saying, “ Thou shalt not 
covet.” The morality of law 
givers regards only the overt 
act ; and that of philosophers 
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is chiefly occupied in regula- 
ting the manners : but the scrip- 
tures apply themselves to the 
motive. They represent that 
morality of the Pharisee, which 
results from the love of repu- 
tation, as altogether corrupted 
by the principle from which it 
springs, and as no better than 
hypocrisy in the eye of God. 
Scriftural morality has refer- 
ence both to God and man. The 
Scriptures teach, neither a de- 
votion which is unconnected 
with philanthropy, nor a phi- 
lanthropy which is independent 
of devotion. Men have often 
separated these two principles. 
Some have laid claim to the 
love of God, and professed to be 
his true and acceptable worship- 
pers, in whom the love of man 
has been by no means manifest. 
Their worship, however devout 
or orthodox it may appear, has 
not induced them to lay aside 
“all bitterness and malice :” 
nor has their love of God taught 
them to abound in alms to their 
fellow creatures. The Scrip- 
tures give no countenance to 
thiserror. Highly as they ex- 
tol both the worship, and the 
love of God, they require that 
the love of man shall not be for- 
gotten. * Therefore if thoubring 
thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother 
hath ought agrinst thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar, 
and gothy way, first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.” “ For 
if any one sce his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in 
him?” Others have made pro- 
fession of a philanthropy which 


!s unconnected with the devout | 
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affections. But the New Testa- 
ment,by means of that great ex- 
ample which it exhibits, of the 
doctrines which it inculcates, 
and of the precepts which it 
delivers, instructs us uniformly 
to deduce the lgve of man from 
the love of ost Chelter and Re- 
deemer. For our examfile, it 
exhibits Christ as a perfect pat- 
tern, both of piety to God, and 
of the most active and enlarged 
benevolence. In respect to Doc- 
trine, it represents God as “ so 
loving the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” And it then 
adds in the way of /rrece/it, “ Be- 
loved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another.” 
Scriftural morality is also 
“ qyithout partiality.’ It was 
observed, in a former paper, 
that most men are partial in 
their morality. They are in- 
clined to just so much virtue as 
is common in their age, is cred- 
itable in their circle, or is 
thought ornamental in their par- 
ticular profession. 
“ A Jawyer’s dealings should be just 
and fair : 
Honesty shines with great advantage 
there. 
Fasting and prayer sit well upon a 
priest : 
A decent caution and reserve at 
least. 
A soldier’s best is courage in the 
field.” 
COWPER. 
The morality of man is vari- 
ous, local, mutable. It changes 
with the parallel of latitude. It 
is of one kind in England, of a- 
nother in Africa,or in the West- 
Indies. It is one thing in Eu- 
rope, another in Tartary or in 
igypt. It alters with the other 
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fashions of the century. It was 
of one kind in ancient, it is of 
another kind in modern Rome. 
It depends on climate, on forms 
of government, on a thousand 
accidental circumstances. It 
sometimes varics even when n you 
have climbed a mountain, or 
have passed to the other side of 
ariver. In one place the pre- 
vailing morality has been modi- 
fied by the peculiar tempera- 
ment of some Icader of a sect ; 
in another by the policy of some 
ancient founder of the conimu- 
nity. Here it has reecived an 
influence from municipal laws, 
enacted on the spur of some pe- 

culiar occason 3 there from in- 
stitutions imposed by the sword 
ofa successful invader. In most 
regions We trace a part of its 
character to the diffusion of mo- 
ral and philosophical writings, 
and even to metaphysical disqui- 
sitions : and in some countrics, 
astil greater part to the influ- 
ence of wealth and hw as and 
to that prosperity which had 
been produced by the stricter 
manners of a more early period. 
Human morality has therefore 
almost endless varieties. It for- 
bids that which shouldbe allowed, 
as wellasaliows that whichshould 
be forbidden, and abounds with 
absurdity and contradiction. The 
morality of the Mahometan per- 
mits him to persecute, but not 
to drink wine : that of the Hin- 
doo, to drink wine without scru- 
ple, but not to taste meat. The 
Jews imagined that it was their 
duty to hate those Gentiles trom 
whom they were required to se- 
harate. The Romans assumed 
the right hc i other 
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nations. ‘The Carthaginian tho’t 
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cient sages differed from eac} 
other, and there was no p ines 
of the philosophers by whom 
these disagreements could bead. 
justed. 

But the law of God is consist- 
ent and clear, and it speaks with 
1 paramount authority to all. It 
is made for ail aves and countric 
and climates, for all sexes and 
conditions ; and it has no excep. 
tions or abatements. Like him 
from whom it proceeds, it is 
“ without variableness, or shad- 
ow of turning.” Its universal lan- 
nace is, “ Pnou shalt have no 
other God but me.” “ Thoushal 
jnot kill.’ “ Thou shalt not 
| steal.” “ Thou shalt not com- 

mit adultery.” ‘Thou shalt 
not covet.” Cursed,” says 
tiie Old Testament, “ 15 every 
one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book 
of the law, to do them.” And 
the New ‘Sestament teach 
es in like manner, that, “ who- 
oever sh: Hh} p the whole law. 


and yet oti or In one point, he 





is euilty of all;” because “ } 
that said, Donot commit adul- 
tery, St id also, Do not kill.” 
The ceremonial Jaw ofthe Jew 

indeed, as well as their civil pol- 
ity, were intended to have only 
a temporary existence ; but the 
moral part of the law of Ged is 
of universal and eternal obliga- 
tion. The Saeed indulged a cou 
ceit that the i 

this law entitled them to the ¢1- 
vine blessing. They who 
l know not the law” they said, 
“are cursed 3” 


os 


Sees ene tha’ 
just before God, but the doers ei 
the law shall be justified.” St. 
Pant, in order to remove this 
preqidice, assures them, that 
Giod “ will render to every man 
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according to his deeds ; indigna- 
ion and wrath, tribulation ‘and 
anguish, upon every soul of man 
that daeth evil, of the Jew first, 
-ud also of the Gentile : but, glo- 
ry, honor, and peace to every 
man that worketh goed, to the 
first, and also to the Gen- 
want for there is no respect of 
uns with God.” As there- 
jore there Was not one rule of 
morality, and one mode of final 
judginent, appointed for the pri- 
vilered Jew, and another for the 
unprivileged Gentile; so neither 
is there DOW one plan of proce- 
dure ordained for the believer, | 
ond another for the unbelie 
Christ is appointed to be the 
idee alike of all. Before him 
shall be gathered all nations: 
wad the reasonableness of the di- 
‘ing administration will be man- 
ested, on the last day, by the 
od deeds which shall be shewn 
»have been performed, by those 
who shall be called to inherit 
the kingdom ; .and by the works 
uf iniquity Which shall be proved 
vrainst as many as shall be cast 
but. “ Behold,” says Christ, 
“ a come ‘quickly; and my re- 
dis with me, to give to every 
man according as his work shall 


ae 
ve, 


} heaven.” 
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used as nearly synonymous ; 
and the 
required of man are said to be, 
“to do neni to love mercy. 
and to walk /Aumbly with his 
God.” Ilow admirably calcula- 
ted to produce 
is that question in the New Tes- 


summary of the duties 


self abasement, 


tament, © What hast thou 
that thou hast not received ?” 


And how emphatical is that say- 
ing, With which our Saviour o- 
peus lis sermon on the mount, 
blessed are the floor in spirit, 


is ‘the kingdom of 
When there was a 
dispute among the Apostles, 
“which of them should be the 
greatest, == Jesus called a lit- 
tle child unto him, and set him 
in the midst of them, and said, 
Verily Tsay unto you, except ye 
be converted, and become as lit- 
ile children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom cf heaven. 
W hosoevertherefore shall hum- 
ble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the king- 
dom of heaven.” 

I would add, that scriftural 
morality is inseparably connected 
with Fuithin the Doctrines of the 
Gospel ; by which I mean, as 
well those truths that are ac- 
knowledged by all who denomi- 


for theirs 





It deserves also to be remark- 
ed, that scrifi¢vral morality is ac- 


comfanted and characterized by | 


humility. Vanity, pride, ambi- 
lon, constitute the chief support 
of worldly morality : but it is 
fae object of the scripture to 
rove, not only the spurious 
Virtue which is thus produced, 
the foundations on which it 
and to erect a better 
Superstruc eee on avery ciffer- 
a much surcr basis. In 
Larrys ms the terms 
e frequently 


~ 


nate themselves Christi ans, as 
those which in modern times 
have acquired the appellation of 


‘ . 
| evanyelical, 


First then serifiural morality 
‘is connected with the doctrine of 
a life to come, and of a future 
judgment. The morality of those 
who proceed on worldly motives, 
necessarily rests on the princi- 
ple, that virtue is in this life its 
own reward. Occasionally, how- 
ever, the sacrifice required by 
virtue is manifestly so great, and 
the recompence offered is so 
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small, that the imperfection of 
the worldly system stands con- 
fessed, and religion is then, per- 
haps, resorted to, not indeed as 
a general foundation for all vir- 
tue, but as a resource in these 
excepted cases. Thus, for ex- 
ample, Dr. A. Smith, after rep- 
resenting the approbation of 
others, and of ourselves, as 
commonly affording a sufficient 
motive to good works, puts the 
case of an innocent man, who 
is brought to the scaffold by the 
false imputation of a crime. 
“Such a man,” he says, is 
tormented, even by his own in- 
dignation at the injustice which 
has been done to him. He is 
struck with horror at the 
thoughts of the infamy which 
the punishment may shed upon 
his memory, and foresees, with 
the most exquisite anguish, that 
he is hereafter to be remember- 
ed, by his dearest friends and rel- 
atives, not with regret and af- 
fection, but with shame,and even 
with horror. Such fatal acci- 
dents,” continues Dr. Smith, 
“for the tranquility of man- 
kind, happen very rarely in any 
country, but they happen some- 
times in all countrics.”-—“ To 
persons,” he adds, “in such un- 
fortunate circumstances, that 
humble philosophy, which con- 
fines its views to this life, 
can afford, perhaps, but little 
consolation. Religion can alone 
administer to them any effectu- 
al comfort. She alone can tell 
them, that itis of little impor- 
tance what man may think of 
their conduct, while the all-see- 
ing Judge of the world approves 
of it. She alone can present to 
them the view of  andther 
world ; a world of more can- 
dour, humanity, and justice, than 





the present ; where their inno- 
cence, in due time, is to be de- 
clared, and their virtue to be fi- 
nally rewarded.” 

I apprehend that the occa- 
sions, on which vice and virtue fail 
to receive their just recompence 
in this world, are much more 
frequent than either philoso- 
phers or worldly men are accus- 
tomed to imagine ; and that tlie 
religious principle, of which 
some of them condescend to a- 
vail themselves, on particular 
emergencies, is necessary to 
perfect all the actions of man, 
und is never Inconvenient or su- 
perfiuous. 

But it is not merely as the 
general foundation of a system 
of morals, that the Scriptures 
teach the doctrine of a life to 
come, and ofa future judgment: 
they also call each individual to 
the lively and habitual exercise 
of faith in these awful truths : 
for itis afact which the course 
of our experience very fully 
confirms, thata man may ad- 
mit, and even affirm, these and 
all the other doctrines of the 
Gospel, and may pay some gen- 
eral respect to them in the for- 
mation of his moral system ; and 
yet may, for the most part, 
practically disregard them. He 
may neglect them in the course 
of his intercourse with the 
world: he may dismiss them 
from his thought, at the mo- 
ment when temptation occurs : 
orhe may habitually deny the 
practical consequences to which 
they necessarily lead. He may 
do this, and yet- may claim his 
place among the orthodox.— 
The Scriptures provide against 
errors of this kind, by speaking 
of true faith, as ** the sudstance 
of things hoped for,” as giving 
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subsistence, and reality to the 
distant objects of expectation ; 
«asthe evidence of things not 
seen,” as that evidence or man- 
jfestation of themto the mind, 
which renders them influential, 
like the things which strike our 
senses. They further provide 
against this error, by continual- 
ly representing a true faith as 
faithin exercise. “ By faith No- 
uh being warned of God, fre- 
faredanark to the saving of 
his house.”——“ By faith, A- 
bram” “went out not knowing 
whither he went.”—“ By faith 
Moses” chose * rather to suffer 
afiliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season ; esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater rich- 
es than the treasures of Egypt ; 
for he had respect unto the recom- 
jience of reward.” By faith men 
are said to have borne the “ ¢ri- 
alof cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings,” and to have wrought 
righteousness.’ We read in the 
New Testament of “ walking by 
Jah,’ of “ living by faith,” and 
of being enabled to “ stand by 
Jaith:” expressions which all 
imply that faith is operative, and 
that Christian morality is the 
natural and necessary fruit of 
this principle. 

I observed that morality is 
also most intimately and insepa- 
rably connected with faith in 
those doctrines which are term- 
ed evangelical. Is this position 
questioned ? I will endeavor to 
exemplify the remark by shew- 
ing the natural connexion be- 
tween the evangelical doctrine of 
Justification by fuith, and the mo- 
ral virtue of humility, a virtue 
Which 1 select on account of its 
constituting so principal a partof 
Christian morality. How then, 

Vor. VID. NO. 6. 
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I would ask, is this virtue of hu- 
mility to be acquired ? Merely 
by being exhorted to acquire it ? 
Exhortations often fail ; and they 
fail, chiefly through the want of 
a due preparation of the mind 
for their reception. Let a man 
then first be grounded in those 
great truths which characterize 
the Gospel. Let him learn the 
nature and extent of the law of 
God. Let him be taught that 
“ sin is the transgression of that 
law,” and that he is himself a 
gricvous sinner. Let it be clear- 
ly proved to him, that, for all his 
violations of the law, he is utter- 
ly without excuse, and justly li- 
able to punishment. Is there 
not something humiliating in 
this lesson? Is not the belief 
that he is exposed to condemna- 
tion calculated to prepare his 
heart meekly to receive sub- 


sequent exhortations to humiili- . 


ty ? Let him further be instruct- 
ed “ that Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us ;”’—~ 
“that God hath set forth Christ 
to be a propitiation through faith 
in bis blood,’—* that he might 
be just and the justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus.” Is not 
this lesson also calculated to af- 
fect the heart, and by inclining 
it to gratitude to dispose it also 
to humility ? Is it not obvious 
then, that the doctrine of justi- 
fication by faith has that power 
of beating down the natural pride 
of man which the Apostle as- 
cribes to it. ‘ Where is boast- 
ing then? It is excluded. By 
what law ? of works ? Nay, but 
by the law of faith. Therefore 
we conclude that a man is jus- 
tified by faith without the deeds 
of the law.” 

The invariable tendency of the 
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doctrines of the Gospel to call 


forth those religious feelings 
and dispositions which the Scrip- 
tures enjoin; and the no less 
constant tendency of these feel- 
ings and dipositions to produce 
the actions required in Scrip- 
ture, might be shewn in a great 
variety of ways: but I am un- 
willing to extend a paper which, 
perhaps, is already too long. 
Lastly, 1 must remark, that 
Christian Morality is ever re- 
presented in the Scripture as the 


fruit of the Spirit. “ Now the 


fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” Do not err, my 
beloved brethren, every good 
gift, and every perfect gift, is 
from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of Lights.” 
Human morality may be obtain- 
ed by human strength ; but that 
morality which | have endea- 
vored to describe springs from 
a higher source. We need not 
indeed be surprised, that a vir- 
tue which perfects us, after the 
manner in which “ our heaven- 
ly Father is perfect,” should be 
itself an emanation of the divine 
Spirit. Worldly virtue is often 
joined with high ideas of our 
own dignity,and unassisted pow- 
ers. It naturally associates itself 
vith self-sufficiency, and pride ; 
Christian virtue, with humility 
and prayer. ‘The one dwells 
with complacency on present 
attainments ; the other aspires 
after increasing holiness, by the 
help of him “ who worketh all 
in all.” 
S. P. 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


Letter from the Directors of the 
London Missionary Society, to 
the Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, dated 
London July 28, 1806. 


Christian Friends and Brethren, 


YOUR letter dated 20th 
March, 1805, came to our hands 
and was read at one of our 
meetings on the 15th July fol- 
lowing. We cannot recognise 
this without regretting that so 
much time has elapsed before 
any answer has been returned to 
your favor. Yet our silence has 
not proceeded from neglect, but 
from a great multiplicity and in- 
crease of missionary concerns, 
in connection perhaps with a 
want of that systematic appro- 
priation and execution of busi- 
ness, which we have now adopt- 
ed,and which we trust will enable 
us to carry on at least an annual 
correspondence with you, and 
with every other missionary 
society. 

We are happy to learn that 
the missionary reports and trans- 
actions, which accompanied our 
last letter, gave you satisfac- 
tion and also excited your grati- 
tude to God for the great things 
he has enabled us to undertake 
for his glory, and for the exten- 
sion ofour Saviour’s kingdom. 
We shall send with this, suc- 
ceeding reports and transac- 
tions : numbers of the Evan- 
celical Magazine,&c. These will 
inform in detail, of what we 
could barely mention in the 
compass of a letter: and we 
trust you will unite with us in 
adoring the Almighty power 
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which has evidently strength- 
ened and enlarged the concerns 
ofour society ; and in suppli- 
cating that divine influence and 
blessing which alone can give 
permanence to our establish- 
ment and success to our opera- 
tions. 

We have toinform you with 
the sincerest gratification, that 
the zeal for the honor of Christ, 
and the earnest desire for the 
conversion of the heathens, 
which was evidenced at the for- 
mation of the Missionary So- 
ciety have neither subsided nor 
abated. Our annual meetings 
appear to interest the religious 
public as much as ever. Minis- 
ters in considerable numbers 
attend them from every part of 
the united Kingdom, and their 
unionand co-operation in so good 
a cause, occasion a reaction of 
animation and energy, which is 
evidently felt in these assem- 
blies, and which continues its 
operations, when the ministers 
return to their respective resi- 
dences. ‘Thus while we are en- 
deavoring to convey blessings to 
others we are greatly blessed 
ourselves,and while Britain sends 
far her missionaries to enlighten 
the darkest and most remote re- 
gions of the earth, her churches 
are increasingly irradiated with 
divine truth, and burn more 
intensely with the fire of heaven- 
ly devotion. May this collate- 
ral interest and blessedness be 
increased and perpetuated in 
Britain, in America, and in ev- 
cry country and society in which 
a zeal for divine glory is felt, 
anda love to the souls of the 
heathen is manifested ! You will 
perceive by the detail of reli- 
Slous intelligence in the maga- 
zines, that the zeal of our breth- 
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ren is not confined to one ob- 
ject. It appears to have been 
lighted at the sacred altar of 
missionary duties, but the flame 
has diffused a light on other 
very important objects, and has 
excited ardent desires and vig- 
orous exertions for their prose- 
cution and accomplishment. 

The Religious Tract Society 
was the first instance of that re- 
action of zeal and effort which 
missionary exertions happily oc- 
casioned. We send you the 
tracts it has published bound for 
your convenience in three vol- 
umes together with an account 
of the origin and progress of 
that society. You will be grati- 
fied at hearing that three mil- 
lions of these small but interest- 
ing publications have been print- 
ed and circulated, and that many 
instances have come to our 
knowledge wherein the most 
serious impressions have been 
made by them on the minds and 
hearts of the profligate and im- 
penitent. We also send youa 
specimen of a new series of that 
society’s tracts which have re- 
cently commenced, and Which 
are intended to counteract and 
destroy the baneful influence of 
foolish, vicious and profane bal- 
lads, stories, kc. 

Another institution of still 
greater interest and importance 
has lately been founded, and we 
are persuaded that you will re- 
ceive with satisfaction and plea- 
sure the two annual reports of 
the “ British and foreign Bible 
Society” which we now send. 
You will perceive that high pat- 
ronage has been obtained and 
considerable attention excited 
to this institution : and that al- 
ready very important benefits 
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have resulted from its active 
operations. 

In the perusal of the Evan- 
gelical Magazines you will also 
notice the foundation of other 
plans and institutions of bene- 
volence and utility. These are 
ali honorable characteristics of 
the zeal and liberality of the 
British pubiic,and they promise 
very considerable benefits both 
to the particular objects they are 
intendcd to serve, and to the ge- 

neral cause of national and re- 
ligious improvement. Besides 

pleasure which we hope you 

will feel at this intelligence, and 
frora these communications, it 
be impressed on your 

minds, that similar efforts on 
your parts may produce iimport- 
ant benefits among your com- 
munity . eshall be glad to hear 
that you approve of our means 
and exertions: but our pleasure 
wil! be greatly increased if our 
example is iollowed, our plans 
improved, and consequent en- 
couragement and success attain- 
ed by our frienels and brethren 
in America—It will give us 
pleasure to hear that the obsta- 
cles which opposed your benevo- 
lent attempis to civilize and to 
spread the gospel among the 
heathen tribes on your borders, 
have been removed or overcome. 
Your society did well not to des- 
pair, but to be watchful of the 
leadings of Providence, which 
may open an efiectual door, and 
present suitable means and _ in- 
struments for carrying on this 
good work. Your next letter 
will we hope inform us of your 
further operations, and we pray 
that they be such as shall glad- 
den our hearts, strengthen our 
hands, and excite us mutuaily 
to be stedfast, unmoveable and 


. 





always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. 

We are anxious that our 
brethren and friends in every 
part of the world should parti- 
cipate of the sentiments which 
we most strongly feel, regarding 
the divine protection and mercy 
which our beloved country has 
continued toenjoy. Our state has 
been afflictive and apparently 
dangerous. Our enemies have 
triumphed on the continent, and 
their power has considerably 
increased. But every attempt 
to effect an essential injury in 
Great Britain itself has proved 
abortive and discomfited. With 
that limitation which a sense of 
our unworthiness impresses on 
us, we can say “ our walls have 
been salvation and our gates 
praise.” Join with us therefore, 
dear brethren, in gratitude to 
God who has been our refuge, 
our strength, and our deliverer. 
We unite with you in ardent 
prayer for the speedy restoration 
and permanent enjoyment of na- 
tional peace, and we earnestly 
intreat the Almighty Ruler of 
the universe that this blessing 
may not be removed from your 
beloved America. It is perfectly 
natural and suitable to turn from 
subjects of a general considera- 
tion to those of an individual 
and personal nature. Brethren, 
it is our desire and prayer that 
our hearts may be right with 
God, that while we are endeavor- 
ing to enlarge the kingdom of 
his Son in the world, his spirit- 
val kingdom may be established 
and prospered within us, that 
while in society we act upon 
principles, and with designs of 
acknowledged honor and utility ’ 
we should at the same time per- 
sonally abound in the fruits et! 
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righteousness and of the spirit, 
in the more private and insu- 
lated relations and engagements 
of our lives. As we trust that 
these impressions and desires 
are scriptural and profitable, we 
cherish them in ourselves, and 
we pray that they and every 
other commendable and holy 
exercise of the heart towards 
God, and for personal utility and 
happiness, may abound in you, 
that each of us may stand com- 
plete inall the wili of God and 
of his Christ, which we are mu- 
tually endeavoring to establish 
and enlarge in the earth, that we 
may partake of its appropriate 
blessings in the present state, 
and enjoy its perpetuity and 
glory in the heavenly world. 
The directors of our society ten- 
der every Christian and friendly 
salutation, in whose name and 
behalf, we remain yours affec- 
tionately, 


JosEPH HARDCASTLE, 7reas’r. 
GEORGE BuRDER, Sec’y. 





Report of the Directors to the 
twelfth general Meeting of the 
Londen Missionary Society. 


THE directors of the Mis- 
sionary Society welcome, with 
unabated pleasure, the return of 
that period, which renews their 
intercourse with their christian 
brethren from various parts of 
the kingdom: they rejoice in 
the conviction that to such as 
feel with suitable gratitude, their 
immense obligations to their ad- 
orable Redeemer, no occasions 
can be so exhilarating as those 
which connect the honor of his 
name, andthe enlargement of 
his kingdom, with the highest 
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interests of the human race— 
May his presence and blessing 
eminently distinguish this an- 
niversary, that the springs of 
zeal and of love may be abund- 
antly replenished, and every 
heart be consecrated anew to 
him ! 

In pursuance of their duty to 
the society, the directors will 
lay before them a summary ac- 
count of the occurrences which 
have taken place since they 
were last convened together ; 
and they trust that it will excite 
the spirit both of supplication 
and of thanksgiving to that gra- 
cious Being, on whose influence 
and blessing all our hopes of 
success are founded, and who 
has condescended to favor our 
undertaking with so many proofs 
of his approbation. 


OTAHEITE. 
As the first measures of the 
society were directed to the isi- 
ands of the South sea, they have 
usually placed the missionary 
station at Otaheite as the first 
article of their report. They 
have occasion to regret that the 
intercourse with this island, 
through the medium of New 
South Wales, is much less fre- 
quent than heretofore, when the 
state of that colony required 
supplies of provisions from the 
southern islands ; so that our 
brethren, when they last wrote, 
had not received the various let- 
ters which had been addressed 
to them since the year 1801, as 
they were detained at Port Jack- 
son for want of the means of 
conveyance ; ‘the only letter 
from them which has reached 
us, is dated the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 18043; the substance of 
which is as follows. 
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The population of the island 
continues to decrease every 
year, through the still prevail- 
ing causes frequently noticed in 
former letters. Civilization is 
making but a slow progress. 
The chiefs are dissolute ; the 
common people indolent ; and 
both insensible of the value of 
improvement. The gospel has 
not yet met with a favorable re- 
ception among them; nor do 
the missionaries perceive that 
there is any very pleasing pros- 
pect that it soon will. Otoo, 
since the death of Pomarre, has 
maintained his authority with- 
out opposition, and his treatment 
of our brethren has been affable 
and kind; but they conceive 
his favor to be precarious, and 
liable to be soon turned away 
fromthem. They suggest the 
desirableness of being reinfor- 
ced by two or three times their 
present number, recommending 
the far greater part to be me- 
chanics rather than missiona- 
rics ; of the latter they con- 
ccive, that on account of the 
small population of the islands, 
alarge body is not necessary. 
They speak with concern and 
apprehension of the great in- 
crease of fire arms, and the a- 
Vidity of the natives to procure 
them, even on very high terms. 
Otoo, who had been seven 
months at Eimeo, had, by gifts 
or force, got into his possession 
the greater part of the musquets 
which were in the hands of the 
common people. It is rumor- 
ed that he intends to do the same 
at Otaheite ; but it is also said, 
that those who have them are 
determined notto part with them 
but with loss of life. 

By the Harrington, which 
touched there about June, 1804, 





they received a supply of ne. 
cessary articles, amounting to 
1132 3s. Id. which came very 
conveniently, as those which 
from time to time had been sup- 
plied by the directors, still re- 
mained at New South Wales, 
for want of an opportunity of 
forwarding them. From the 
measures which the directors 
have taken, they have reason to 
expect that these articles, as 
well as their letters, would reach 
them ere long. 

They have lately been favor 
ed with a letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Marsden, for whose import- 
ant services to this mission, they 
are under the greatest obliga- 
tions. The intelligence it con- 
tains is of a more encouraging 
nature than they have received 
from the missionaries them- 
selves, and is in substance as 
follows : The foundation for the 
introduction of the gospel a- 
monet the natives of the South 
sea islands will eventually be 
laid in New South Wales. The 
natives embrace every opportu- 
nity of visiting this country, “I 
have used,” says Mr. M.“ my 
interest to have them treated 
well. They seem very anxious 
to learn our trades. I have 
stated their situation to the go- 
vernor, who has been kind 
enough to interest himself about 
them. I think much has al- 
ready been done, if the difficul- 
ty of the undertaking be consid- 
ered. When I have conversed 
with the natives of Otaheite who 
are now in this colony, I have 
been much gratifiedat the know- 
ledge they have acquired. It 
appears to me that the mission- 
aries, from their letters, are not 
sensible what impression they 
have already made on the minds 
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of the natives. I have already 
said much has been done, and 
Ithink so.” 

Mr. Marsden suggests a plan 
for increasing the intercourse 
between New South Wales and 

taheite, by means of a small 
vessel, of about seventy tons, 
which he thinks would soon be 
navigated principally by Otahei- 
tans, at a small expense ; and 
which would tend to accelerate 
theircivilization, and so prepare 
them for a more attentive re- 
ception of the gospel. He pur- 
poses to give this subject a 
more particular consideration, 
and write the directors further 
thereon. 

These worthy missionaries 
are much entitled to our sympa- 
thy, and our prayers. Exclud- 
ed, for years together, from all 
communication or intercourse 
with friends and greatly wearied 
by disheartening circumstances, 
they yet persevere with unabated 
zeal in their important work ; 
und it appears from various tes- 
timonies, that they exhibit that 
excellency of principle and con- 
duet which .do honor to the 
Christian missionary. May their 
faithful labors be soon rewarded 
with success ! When their re- 
ply to the letter written to them 
in June, 1805, shall be received, 
the directors will, in all proba- 
bility, be enabled to form a bet- 
ter judgment respecting this 
missionary station, than they 
can at present ; it is also proba- 
ble, that some of the brethren 
may be inclined to return to 
England, as the period for this 
event, (as it respects those who 
went out by the Royal Admi- 
ral) approaches. This would 
enable the directors to enter on 
@ discussion ef several import- 
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ant matters suggested by the 
brethren ; and to regulate the 
future concerns of this mission, 
by a more comprehensive and 
accurate view of circumstances 
than can at present be taken. In 
the mean time, they bear these 
much tried-brethren ‘most affec- 
tionately on their hearts, and 
will continue to administer to 
their convenience and comfort 
as opportunities may occur. 


NORTH AMERICA. * 

Although the labours of the 
brethren, the Rev. Mr. Hill- 
yard at Newfoundland, and the 
Rev. Mr. Pidgeon at New-Car- 
lisle and Restigouche, in New- 
Brunswick, may not be consid- 
ered as essential or prominent 
parts of the system of mission- 
ary exertions ; yet the directors 
have annually noticed these sta- 
tions, and the preaching of the 
gospel which is there continued, 
under the patronage of this So- 
ciety. 

The latest accounts from Mr. 
Hillyard are very satisfactory 
to the directors, as they evince 
his diligence and activity in the 
good work in which he is enga- 
ged. Mr. H’s. principal station 
was at Twilingate ; but the Rev. 
Mr. Morris having left the 
church over which he presided 
at St. John’s Mr. H. at the par- 
ticular request of its members 
has removed thither ; and pro- 
bably has resided there during 
the last winter, at which season 
of the year, his labors are neces- 
sarily stationary. In the sum- 
mer, however, Mr. H. itinerates 
te various places, at a distance 
from his residence, such as Green 
Pond, anislandin Bonavista Bay, 
Fogo, Trinity, &c. As these 
places are not favored with the 
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stated ministry of the gospel, 
Mr. H’s services are very ac- 
ceptable, and, it is hoped are 
productive of much good. On 
these accounts, and the directors 
judging very highly of his Chris- 
tian character, and ministerial 
labors they have agreed to ex- 
tend their engagement with 
him from three to four years : 
which additional term they are 
persuaded will be faithfully im- 
proved. 

The directors have received 
two letters from Mr. Pidgeon, 
since the last annnal meeting. 
They give information that he 
generally resides and preaches 
at New-Carlisle during the win- 
ter, and at Restigouche in the 
summer: that at both these 
places his ministry is accepta- 
ble ; and that he occasionally 
extends his services to various 
vilages in the vicinity of those 
places. As his exertions are 
necessarily circumscribed in the 
winter, he employs his leisure 
in the acquisition of the French 
and Indian languages, in order 
that he may be able to preach to 
the French catholics and I[i- 
dians ; the former being very 
numerous, and many of the lat- 
ter also residing in the vicinity 
of those stations. ‘he direct- 
ors are happy to receive this in- 
telligence, as it tends to assimi- 
late his views, and to direct his 
future exertions to objects which 
are directly suited to the patron- 
age of this society. And as Mr. 
P. has requesed, and will cer- 
tianly need an assistant, when 
he shall have entered on his lo- 
bors among the French catl-o- 
lics and the Indians, the divec- 
tors think it will be expediznt to 
look out fora suitable ‘person, 
totake apart of the ministerial 











duties at Carlisle, and at Resti- 
gouche. 

The connection which sub- 
sisted between the religious so- 
ciety at Quebec, and the mis- 
sionary society, has terminated 
by the return of Mr. Bentom to 
this country. But the directors 
have the pleasure to state, that 
at their recommendation, and 
on application from the friends 
at Quebec, the Rey. Mr. Dick 
has been sent out by some relig- 
ious societies in Scotland, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Bentom in that city. 


AFRICA. 

In the last report of the di- 
rectors, it was mentioned that, 
in consequence of political cir- 
cumstances, it became necessa- 
ry that the misionary stations in 
South Africa should be placed 
under the care of the Netherland 
society ; the directors whereof 
had kindly agreed to become 
the medium through which the 
correspondence with them was to 
be conducted. During the last 
year, the information reccived 
has not been so extensive as 
could be wished ; and although, 
in some respects, it is of a 
very acceptable nature, yet it is 
mingled with circumstances 
which occ/sion regret. ‘These 
have aris7:n from the opposition 
made by the Boors to the in- 
struction of the Hottentots, 
prorapted by their malignant 
hatred to the cause of Christ ; 
Wut covered and enforced by pre- 
tences of necessary prudence 
and caution in respect to insti- 
tutions connected with and sup- 
porte. by English  socicties. 
The respectable governor Jans- 
sens, although convinced of the 
utility of missionary exertions, 
and that they were entirely s¢p- 
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arated from all national views, 
vet found it expedient to subject 
our stations both at Zak River, 
and Bethelsdorp, to some incon- 
yenient restrictions ; and after- 
wards to summon our brethren 
Dr. Venderkemp,and Mr. James 
Read to Cape Town, to vindi- 
cate themselves against some 
charges brought against them 
by the Landrost a kind of sher- 
ff, and the Boors, the bitter en- 
emics of their missionary work. 

Some steps which Dr. Van- 
derkemp had thought himself 
bound to take in behalf of the 
Hiottentots, most cruelly op- 
pressed by the Boors, had in- 
flamed their resentment, and 
produced this measure ; and af- 
ter our brethren had convinced 
the governor of the innocence 
of their conduct, the Boors 
threatened, that if he should 
permit them to return, they 
were determined to take away 
their lives; at the same time 
representing them as friends to 
the English, and enemies to the 
Dutch government. Although 
the governor perceived the false- 
hood of these charges, yet he 
expressed the wish that both Dr. 
Vanderkemp and Mr. Reed, 
whom he highly praised, would 
suspend their return to Bethels- 
corp, until more favourable cir- 
cumstances should render it ad- 
Visable. 

Their journals for 1804, con- 
tuin several pleasing instances 
of the success of their ministry 
among these poor heathen, one 
of which is the following: “A 
nian named Hannes Trompetten 
Was, even so lately as the present 
year, captain of a horde of plun- 
dering Hottentots. One of his 
Sisters, belonging to the same 
gong, came last year to our in- 
Vor. VET. NO. 6. 
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stitution. In the present year 
her example has been followed 
by another sister, and also his 
aged father. At last, Hannes 
himself resolved to give up his 
flagitious employment, and en- 
deavoured with four of his breth- 
ren to joinus. In this attempt 
his brethren were killed, and he 
alone escaped. In both of his 
sisters the almighty power of 
God is glorified: the first was 
baptized in March, the other in 
April. In that month the Lord 
displayed his power in the con- 
version of our people in a singu- 
lar manner, and we saw therein, 
eleven, being all women, added 
to the assembly of those who 
shall be saved. The whole num- 
ber baptized in that year appears 
to be five brethren, seventeen 
sisters, and fourteen children ; 
in all thirty-six.” One they had 
been obliged toexclude from their 
communion for immoralconduct, 
and to dismiss from the institu- 
iton the associate of her guilt. 
Notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion made to the labours of these 
faithful men, the power of God 
continued to attend their minis- 
try to the period when they were 
obliged to leave this settlement, 
which was in the month of May 
last. Mr. Read writes on the 
subject as follows: * Our spir- 
itual work continued till our de- 
parture in a prosperous state ; 
and there were added to the 
church daily such as we trust 
will be saved. The number of 
baptized consisted of forty-six 
grown persons, besides a great 
many others, of whose cgnver- 
sion we have little doubt. One 
of the baptized named Kruis- 
man, seems likely to be useful 
in the Lord’s work. He lived 
with a farmer near us, who treat- 
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ed him wrth cruclty, on account 
of the wish he expressed to 
come to our institution to hear 
the word of God. He had for 
several years been concerned 
ahout his soul, and could get no 
one to tell him who, or what 
God is. He conceived, howev- 
er, that what he saw and heard 
daily, such as murder, drunk- 
enness, adultery, and swearing, 
could not be pleasing to him. 
His treatment became so intole- 
rable, that he was compelled to 
complain to the magistrate, who 
released him from his oppress- 
or, and allowed him to come to 
our institution. It was striking 
to sce him while hearing the 
word of God, with his ears, 
eyes and mouth open. He how- 
ever was soon convinced, that 
the evils which he had seen in 
others, were his cwn and he be- 
gan to be almost in despair that 
such a monster could be saved. 
‘The Lord Jesus however mani- 
fested himself to his soul, and 
filled it with joy and peace in be- 
lieving. No sooner was this 
the case, than he returned to his 
fellow-servants, to tell them 
what the Lord had done for his 
soul. This was attended witha 
blessing to one of them, and he, 
2s a spiritual father, goes daily 
to visit this child of grace, and 
encourage him to go on in the 
good way. He is indeed very 
zealous, and we should not be 
surprised if the Lord should do 
great things by him among his 
countrymen. These instances 
of divine mercy are our glory 
and our joy.” 

To another friend he writes, 
“The Lord has favoured me 
greatly, in giving me to sce his 
work flourish among the poor 
heatuen ; many have I seen call- 





ed out of darkness into lichs, 
and many of these favoured with 
strony assurance of their inter- 
est in Chrisi, their new Lord, so 
that they often express their 
longing desire to see him, and 
be with him. Others have great 
gifts to recommend them to 
their fellow sinners, and the 
Lord crowns their work with ap 
astentshing blessing, to the sur- 
prise of all around.” 

Through the kind providence 
of God, this missionary station, 
though for the present deprived 
of the superintendance of Dr 
Vanderkemp and Mr. Read. is 
not left destitute of the means of 
erace. ‘These are supplied by 
the brother Albrecht, (sent over 
by the society from Holland, in 
company with brother hicherc: 
and the Hlettentots,) of whom 
Mr. Read speaks highly, and b: 
the missionary ‘Tromp, who was 
formeriy at Waggonmaker’s 
valley, but has been obliged to 
leave it by the ordinance of the 
Dutch government, which for- 
bids missionaries i general from 
giving instruction to christians 
or heathens within the limits of 
the parishes in the colony, and 
enjoins them to remove to a dis- 
tance of three days journcy from 
every established  church— 
These are joined by Mr. Smith, 
most probably a pious and zeal- 
ous colonist, of whom however 
no particular account has reach- 
ed us, and also by Mrs. Smith, a 
widow of Rodesand, whose hos- 
pitality to our brethren, and zeal 
for the cause of Christ have long 
been very conspicuous, anc she 
appears now to have devoted 
herself, in a more explicit end 
entire manner to his service 
among the heathen. The bro- 
ther and sister Bekker of Ste: 
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ienbosch, must have fallen with- 
in the operation of the ordinance 
jist mentioned, but no certain 
information has yet been receiv- 
ed concerning them. ‘The di- 
rectors do not see any reason to 
vegret this part of the regula- 
‘ion, Which necessarily fixes the 
ibors of the missionary more 
were among the heathen, 


heir proper object, than in pla- | 


ces occupied principally by no- 
minal Christians. 

The station of brother An- 
dcrson and Kramer, on the Or- 
ange river, among the Coran- 
nas. had been considered as be- 
yond the limits of the colony, 
but they were ordered to appear 
at Cape Town, and were there 
with Dr. Vanderkemp and Read. 
No letters have been received 
lrom them ; it appears howev- 
er, from brother Read and Dr. 
Vanderkemp’s letter, that their 
abours among the Corannas are 
blessed in an extracrdinary de- 
eree, 

The directors have received 
(he interesting journal of the 
vovage of Mr. Kicherer, the 
Hotte ntots, and the rest of the 
missionaries from Holland to 
the Cape ; where they arrived 
in the month of January, 1805 ; 
for the occurrences of which 
‘hey refer to the 15th number of 
‘se missionary transactions — 
Since their arrival, they have 
received no letters from them, 
vut are informed through the 
mcdium of Dr. Vanderkemp, 
and of the society at Rotterdam, 
that Mr. Kicherer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Vos, and the Hottentots, were 
returned to their station at Zak 
tiver, and that there were very 
‘tvourable prospects of much 
‘ood being done to the contigu- 

"5 heathens. Brother Syden- 








faden, and the two brethren Al- 
brecht, who accompanied Kich- 
erer and the Hottentots ‘from 
Holland, had taken their depar- 
ture for the country of Namac- 
quas, in order to introduce the 
word of life among those distant 
and untutored tribes. 

As the Cape of Good Hope 
is now, through the providence 
of God, in the possession of the 
English government, there is 
the strongest ground to ex- 
pect that a more direct and 
powerful sanction will be given 
to the peaceful and zealous en- 
deavors of our brethren to spread 
the savor of our dear Redeem- 
er’s name among the heathen 
nations. The brethren Vander- 
kemp and Read were turning 
their attention to the important 
island of Madagascar, orto the 
kingdom of Mozambique. One 
of the natives of the latter of 
these places, who was converted 
to God by the ministy of Mr. 
Vos, has been redeemed ! by this 

society, and piaced under a 
course of instruction to qualify 
him to accompany such a mis- 
sion. ‘The directors having fur- 
nished a competent supply for 
the colony itself, have with 
great satisfaction encouraged 
the attempt to be made at one or 
both of those places ; but they 
are doubtful whether Dr. -Van- 
derkemp will feel it to be his 
duty to engage in this service, 
as they have suggested to his 
pore es another sphere of 
action of still greater import- 
ance, of which some notice will 


be taken in a subsequent part of 


this report. ‘The directors have 
embraced the first opportunity 
of placing their missions in Af- 
rica, under such new regulations 
as are adapted to the more favor- 
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able circumstances which now 
exist there ; and they trust they 
will hereafter receive more reg- 
ular and frequent accounts from 
their different stations, where 
the power of God has so fre- 
quently been manifested in the 
conversson of the heathen. 


ASIA. 

It was intimated in the last 
annual report of the directors, 
that several missionaries had 
embarked with a view to estab- 
lish different stations on the 
peninsula of India, and in the 
island of Ceylon ; and the di- 
rectors have now the satisfaction 
to mention, that, under the di- 
vine protection, most of them 
have reached the places of their 
destination, and have entered on 
their work, they trust under the 
gracious auspices of their great 
Master. The incidents which 
occurred during their voyage, 
and after their arrival are too 
numerous to be detailed at pre- 
sent; but they will be found 
in the publications of the trans- 
actions of the society, and will 
afford much satisfaction to those 
who may peruse them. The 
brethren Ringletaube, Cran, and 
Desgranges, and Messrs. Vos 
and Ehrhardt proceeded to 
Tranquebar in the same vessel. 
Not very long after their arrival, 
the brethren Taylor and Love- 
ness reached Madras: and it 
has since been ascertained, that 
Mr. and Mrs. Palm have joined 
Mr. Vos, and his associates at 
Ceylon. Of these three missi- 
ons, we now proceed to speak, 
beginning with thatof Messrs. 
Ringletaube, Cran and Desgran- 
ees. 

These brethren arrived at 
Tranquebar early in December, 
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1804, and were received by sev- 
eral christian friends there with 
great cordiality. ‘Lheir anxie- 
ties were relieved by the infor- 
mation given them of the en- 
couraging prospects in India, 
and like St. Paul after his com- 
munications with certain chris- 
tian brethren, when on his jour- 
ney to Rome, they also “ thank- 
ed God, and took courage.” 

In the instructions given to 
them by the directors, they were 
recommended to form one mis- 
sionary station only, and to act 
together. They were not how- 
ever so intirely limited to this 
point, as to be deprived of the 
privilege of judging, and deter- 
mining otherwise, if it should 
appear to them necessary, in 
order to promote more exten- 
sively the interests of the great 
cause committed to their hands. 
After much deliberation and 
prayer, the brethren Cran and 
Desgranges were inclined fo 
various reasons to remove to 
Madras, with which their col- 
league acquiesced, and about 
the 5th of March, these friends 
separated, after having settled 
their mutual love in that ordi- 
nance which is alike the pledge 
of union tothe adorable Head 
of the church, and to each othe: 
in him. 

On their arrival at Madras, 
they were welcomed in the most 
affectionate manner, by different 
gentlemen ; some in the sacred 
profession, and others who fill 
respectable stations in civil so- 
ciety. From these they derived 
considerable information, as well 
as countenance and assistance in 
their work ; and as it appeared 
to them, in the first instance, 
probable, that they would piich 
their missionary tents In some 
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part of the interior, where the 
‘Yamulean language was spoken, 
they applied themselves with 
unwearied assiduity to its acqui- 
sition, and made therein con- 
siderable progress. On further 
investigation however, they were 
induced to fix upon a station, in 
the Northern Circars, altogether 
unoccupied by preceding mis- 
sionaries ; and the directors 
are of opinion that the reasons 
which they state, justify 
them in adopting this mea- 
sure. A second time, therefore, 
they were called to the painful 
task of separating from friends, 
who had manifested towards 
them every sentiment of kind- 
ness and affection which binds 
the heart in the cords of grati- 
tude and love. 

On the 13th of July, Mr. 
Cran thus expresses himself, in 
a letter to a friend in the direc- 
tion of this society. With the 
Bible in our: hands full of pro- 
mises ; with the permission of 
the honorable the governor in 
council ; and with a number of 
introductory letters from gen- 
tlemen of the first respectability 
in Madras, my dear brother 
Desgranges and I are just going 
to embark for Visigapatnam.” 
In a few days they arrived at 
that place ; and here the pillar 
of cloud and of fire, which had 
so long, and so graciously di- 
rected their w anderings, appears 
likely for some time to rest. 

Visigapatnam is situated on 
tic coast, in one of the Northern 
Circars ; and the sea_ breezes 
render the zir refreshing and 
salubrious. It contains above 


twenty thousand inhabitants, and 
in its vicinity are many large 
villages, inhabited by thousands 
of the heathen who are sunk in 
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the grossest idolatry. To the 
right and ta the left they have 
the opportunity of engaging in 
their missionary services for 
hundreds of miles. The Tel- 
inga language, which is spoken 
there, extends throughout the 
whole of the Circars ; and pre- 
vails also at Hydrabad, Golcon- 
da, and Bangalore. This station 
presents an opening also to the 
Cattack,and Mahratta countries, 
where the language is not g¢reat- 
ly dissimilar ; and so extensive- 
ly is it understood that a thou- 
sand missionaries might employ 
all their time and talents within 
its sphere. 

The last intelligence received 
from these brethren, is dated 
October 16th, at which time 
they had resided there about 
three months ; and they write as 
follows : “ God has in all things 
exceeded our expectations. The 
gentlemen of the settlement, 
and especially one high in ol- 
ficial station, continue to saic- 
tion us. Unknown to us, the 
latter wrote to the governor in 
council, requesting that we 
might be allowed some acknow- 
ledgment for performing divine 
service in the fort: in conse- 
quence of which we now receive 
ten pagodas per month.” 

The directors cannot fail to 
consider so high a sanction to 
their residence,and to the ex- 
ercise of their ministry in that 
place, as of the greatest im- 
portance ; and that it demands 
their gratitude to Him, who has 
the hearts of ail men in his 
hands, and turns them as the 
rivers of water whithersoever he 
will. 

The brethren, whilst Icarning 
the Telinga language, which it 





appears is not of very difficult 
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acquisition, have the opportu- 
nity of preaching the gospel in 
their native tongue, noi only to 
their own countrymen, 
tothe descendants of Europe- 
ans. They established 
mectings three evenings in the 
week, for the instruction of the 
Jatter, who are enzaged in mili- 
tary service, and also of their 
children ; and they express their 
hope that some good efiect has 
already been produced by these 
means. 

On account ofthe very high 
rents of houses at this piace. 
compared with the expense of 
building them, they have re- 
quesied our permission to erect 
one, convenient not only for 
their residence, but for the re- 
ception of others who may here 
after join them, and to contain 
alsoa school-room. ‘Their esti- 
mate of the purchase of the 
ground amounis to 1401, but 
they do not mention what 
the building itself will cost. 
The directors, however, have 


but also 


h: we 
duet e 


placed 200/. at their disposal 
for this object. The mission- 


aries have already opened a 
school ‘or the instruction of na- 
five children ; and it appears 
that their three first pepils are 
the sons of a Brahmin. The 
directors are com pelled, by the 
reason before assigned, to omit 
anumber of othcr occurrences, 
which will however excite po 
smali derree of intere 


su sn¢l +} 
Who read un 


‘st in those 
e publications which 
our missionary transac- 
tions, and which they take the 
hberty to recommend to a more 
extensive perusal. T hey can- 
", entirely leave this 

t, without expressing the 
Satisfaction which th 
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their journals, which are drawn 
up with great care and 
racy, and breathe a spirit of 
deep piety, end devotediness to 
God, as well as of hol 

and watchfulness r their 
own hearts. Their time ap- 
pears to have been fully occu. 
pled either 
or other 


ACCU - 


y jealousy 
OV r¢ 


in sacred exercises. 
suitable engagements ; 
and we have only now tobeseech 
the Author of these inuence 5 
that he would confirm 
crease ther, and, by 
their 


and in- 
means of 
ministry, diffuse them all 
around. 

The approbation 
have expressed of the 
and proceedings of the brethren 
Cran and Des; 
also to the brother Ringeltaube, 
their companion in the mission, 
to the period of their separat ion 
W hat 
relates to him, exclusively, we 
how proceed briefly to narrate 

In his Ictters and journal ai 
contained intelligence, both of 
general importance, as it relates 
to natural history, and the m 
graphical delineation of the 
boundaries of the different lun- 
guages, or dialects and also of 
particular interest in a religious 
view, fromthe statement which 
he gives of the exertions that 
have already been made by 
missionaries from the Komen 
and Lutheran churches. He 
speaks with becoming gratl- 
tude, of the protection which 
the rovernment in India aiforas 
to the endeavors of sincere mis- 
sionarics 3 and the assistance 
which, in some cases, they have 
actually aiforded. He expres- 
ses the persuasion, that a still 
more decided patronage 0! 
them, would have the mes 
beneficial influence on its inter 
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ets. Tracing the operations of 
providence, in this respect, he 
apserves, they are slow but sure. 
«The tooth of time seems to gnaw 
incessantly here as well as else- 
where ; and God will finally lay 
jocks into the dust. ‘Phe missionary 
atect of the country is so much 
caunged, since the English came 
ity these parts, that, the Lord 
hping his servants, we need not 
cepa of tinal success. } am ene 

t ihe greatest eowards that ever 
vent forth shed with the prepara- 

iof the gospel, but the Lord in 
mercy Comforts my wretched Pa- 
viarheart more and more, as I ap- 
yrozeh the field of action. He has 
indeed appeared for us ; whom 
svull we fear ? and if we fall in the 
neat of the battle, before success 
decides in favor of our beloved 
leader, we shall only be sorry that 
we cannot dieten times for him.” 

‘Tis brother after much inquiry, 
dciberation and prayer, conceives 
‘iat the intimation of Divine Provi- 
cence leads him to settle im the 
south of “Travancore, perhaps at 
Anjengo, to which place he intends 
tp proceed before the raimy season 
cets In. 

Committing him into the care of 
lis heavenly conductor, the cirec- 
tors now take up the communica- 
tions of the Rev. Dr. ‘Taylor and 
Mr. Loveless, who were sent out 
by the society to lay the foundation 
of a missionary establishment at Su- 
vat. ‘They went out in the Ameri- 
canship Allegany, in company with 
sr. Smith the owner, and his lady ; 
to whose kind attention to them du- 
ring the voyage, they bear a cheer- 
‘al testimony. “They arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope on the 20th 
April, and remained there twelve 
Gays ; during which time they were 
vefreshed with many interviews 
with other missionary brethren, 
among whomwere Mr. Iicherer, 
wil the Hottentot brother and sis- 
ters, Jchm, Martha, and Mary; the 
former impacted to them much im- 
portant information concerning the 
best mode of conducting missions, 
‘nd of instructing the ignorant hea- 
tach. Dr. Taylor speaks of him as 
4 Most valuable missionary, pos- 
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that character, eminent piety, gen- 
tle dispositions, fervent zeal, exten- 
sive knowledge, and deep humility : 
breaking awav from these beloved 
friends, with the pensive impression 
that they were not likely to see each 
other again till they shall meet in 
the hotise not made with hands, they 
set sail for India, and reached Ma- 
dras on the 24th of June. Here the 
were agreeably surprised with 
meeting their brethren Cran and 
Desgranges, who introduced them 
to that cirele of friends to whose 
generous patrcnage they had been 
so highly indebted, and who receiv- 
ed them also with equal cordiality. 
In frequent conferences which they 
held together to consider in what 
way they could best promote the 
object in view, it appeared to them 
of great importance that an attempt 
should be made at Madras to preach 
the gospel to the English, and the 
half cast people, many of whom ap- 
peared anxious tohear the word of 
life; the result was, that Mr. Love- 
less should with this view remain 
there, while Dr.’Taylor should wa 
ceed to Bengal previous to their 
going to their station at Surat. In 
this journey he would visit the mis- 
sionary settlement of our Baptist 
brethren at Serampore from whom 
he would derive much valuable in- 
formation, the fruit of their long ex~ 
perience. ‘The directors cannot 
mention these friends without ac- 
knowledging their great obligations 
to them for the many proofs of kind- 
ness and Christian love, which in 
the most cheerful manner they have 
manifested towards the brethren 
sent out by this society ; and their 
satisfaction also in perceiving that 
the utmost affection reciprocally 
prevails between them, as becomes 
the subjects of one Divine Sove- 
reign, and the members of one 
spiritual family, undiminished by 
distinctions of inferior moment. 
The importance of Madras, as a 
missionary station, so forcibly im- 
presses the mind of these brethren, 
that they most earnestly Intreat 2 
person properly qualified may be 
sent out to reside there, and inti- 
mate, that should such a one come 
to Madras, there is reason to believe 
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eralfy supported. Mr. Loveless ex- 

yresses his sense of his own unfitness 

for this situation, and that nothing 

less than the most urgent considera- 

tions could have induced kim to com- 

ply with the importunity of friends 

to remain there till Di. Taylor’s re- 

turn. The directors feel the im- 

portance of this station on various 

grounds, and will rejoice to have an 

early opportunity of supplying it 

suitably, that the brother Loveless 
may be at liberty to join Dr. Taylor, 

agreeably to his wish, and origina] 

destination. They will terminate 
the account of the proceedings of 
these brethren by the following ex- 
tract from their letter : 

“ Thus, honored fathers and breth- 
ren, while you acknowledge the good- 
ness of God in opening such pros- 
pects, you no doubt will use every 
exertion to send missionaries into 
this extensive field. The voice of 
an approving Providence calls upon 
you in particular, not to let the favor- 
able moment be lost. It is also the 
call of thousands and of millions of 
owe heathens, to stretch out the 
vand of mercy for their deliverance. 
Were the christians in Greet Britain 
to behold the gross superstition, and 
complicated misery of the heathen 
inthis country, they would be roused 
to such strenuous exertions as were 
never made before.” 

(‘To be continued.) 
— + oe 
ORDINATION. 

ORDAINED, on Wednesday the 
oth ult. to the work of the gospel 
ministry, in the first Ecclesiastical 


Donations, (Di 
Noah Porter, yun. The public ex 
ercises were performed by the tol. 
lowing ministers, members of the 
Council! convened on the occasion. 
The Rev. William Robinson, of 
Southington, made the introductory 
wayer; the Rev. ‘Vimethy Dwight, 
1) Pesident of Yale College, 
preached the sermon from Acts 
xxiv. 25, on the manner of pospel 
preaching best adapted to its nsx 
and end, in which the preacher dis 
played much learning, judgment od 
taste ; the Rev. Cyprian Strong, D.D. 
of Chatham, made the consecrating 
yrayer, while, with him, the Rev, 
rimothy Pitkin, of Farmington, the 
Rev. John Smalley, D. D. of Berlin, 
and the Rev. Rufus Hewtey, of Nor- 
thington, imposed hands. The Rev. 
John Smalley, D.D. gave the charye ; 
the Rev. Rufus Hawley gave the 
right hand of fellowship, and the 
Rev.. Asahel Hooker, of Goshen, 
made the concluding prayer. The 
several parts were performed ina 
manner appropriate, solemn and im- 
pressive ; the audience was very nu- 
merous, silent and deeply atten- 
tive through the exercises which 
were uncommonly lengthy. ‘The 
music, performed by a numerous 
choir, led by Mr. Eli Robberts oi 
Litchfield, Musician, was highly fin- 
ished, and coniriluted much to the 
delight and solemnity of the religious 
service. The good hand ot God is 
visible in repairing, so soon, the loss 
this people had sustained in the 
death of their late worthy Pastor, 
in the happy union which at present 
prevails, and in the prospects pre- 





Society in Farmington, the Rev, 


ED ~. 


Donations to 


sented to both minister and peop!e 


a 


the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Nov. 6. Kev. William Graves, contributed in new settlements, $51 | 
7. A Friend of Missions, . - - - - - 00 30 

12. From C, Y.A. - - m . ~- - Q 
§ 3351 
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“7 y/ — fre f)-tp how e 
/ viic ad ® (auile 77 Uctcd 45 the reader 


will please to correct the fu 


lowing errors, 


Pare 144, column 1, 1. 10 from top, for externally read eatreme/y 
i45, --—- 1, 1. 6 from bottom, for inquiries read inyurrers. 
146, 2, 1. £5 from bottom, for violent read si/ent 


147 


,»——— 1, 1. 14 from bottum, for convene read converse 


